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A RARE BIBLE READER. 


Captain James Maxwell, who died recently in 
this State at the advanced age of ninety years, was 
remarkably attached to the Bible; and during tie 
jast three years of his life, read the whole Bible 
through twenty-seven times, and the New Testa- 
ment every month. The old gentleman was a 
great reader of almost all books that fell in his 
way; but it was his undeviating testimony, that no 
other book could approach the Bible for interest to 
him. And its influence was salutary ; for although 

of strong, not violent, passions, it is said 
of him, by his intimate friends, that during the last 
twelve years of his life, he was never known to be 
moved by unholy tempers or works.—Maine Wes- 
Leyan Journal. 


PIOUS REFLECTIONS. 


A ragged saint is dearer to God than a glittering 
emperor that is without grace.—ANON. 


No worldly thing seems great to him that minds 
eternity. —RicHARDSON. 

Duties are ours; events are the Lord’s.. When 
we go to meddle with events, and to hold a court, 
as it were, upon God’s providence, and to ask Him, 
“How wilt thou do this or that?” faith then be- 

ins to lose ground. We have nothing todo there. 
f is our part to let the Almighty exercise his own 
office, and steer his own helin. ‘There is nothing 
left to us but to see how we may be approved. of 
him, and how we may roll the weight of weak 
eouls, in well doing, upon Him who is God omnipo- 
tent. And when what we thus pursue miscarries, 
it shall neither be our sin, nor our cross.—UUR- 
NLL. 


A WARRIOR’S DYING CONFESSION. 


William the Conqueror, extremely alarmed on 
his death bed, entreated the clergy to intercede for 
him. * Laden with many and grievous sins,” he 
exclaimed, “I tremble; and being ready to be 
taken soon into the terrible examination of God, I 
am ignorant what [should do, [ have been brought 
up im feats of arms from my childhood; I am 
greatly polluted with effusion of much blood; I 
can by no means number the evils I have done 
these aixty-four years, for which I am now con- 
strained without stay to render an account to the 
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| From the Watchman of the South. 
DR. ALEXANDER’S LETTERS.—No. III. 
TO AGED CHRISTIANS. 


Dear Brethren,—I have no doubt that you have 
remarked with surprise, that the impression of the 
reality and importance of eternal things is not in- 
creased by the nearness of xd approach to the 
end of your course. Time glides insensibly away, 
and it is with us in this respect, as in relation to 
the globe on which we reside. While other things 
appear to be in motion, our feeling is that we are 
stationary. ‘The mere circumstance:of being old 
seems to affect no one with a more lively concern 
about the salvation of the soul. None appear to 
be more blind and stupid in regard to religious mat- 
ters, than many who are tottering on the brink of 
the grave. This, indeed, is so commonly the fact, 
with those who have grown old without religion, 
that very little hope is entertained of the conver- 
sion of the aged, who have from their youth en- 
joyed the means of grace. And it is also a fact, 
that real Christians are not rendered more deeply 
sensible of the awful importance of eternal things, 
by becoming old and infirm. The truth is, that 
nothing but an increase of faith by the operation of 
the Holy Spirit, will be effectual to prepare us for 
that change which we know is rapidly approach- 
ing. Counsels and exhortations, however, are not 
to be neglected, as God is pleased to work by 
ineans. have, therefore, undertaken to address 
to you such considerations as occur to me. Having 
already spoken of the infirmities and sins which are 
apt to cleave to us in advanced years, I propose in 
this letter, to inquire what are the peculiar duties 
incumbent on the aged. . What would the Lord 
have us to do !—for undoubtedly, we are not privi- 
leged to fold our hands, and sit down in idleness, as 
if our work was ended. Indeed, it would be no 
privilege to be exempt from all occupation. Such 
a life to the aged or the young, must be a life of 


| misery: for man never was made to be idle, and 


his happiness is intimately connected with activity. 
We may be no longer qualified for those labours 
which require much bodily strength—we may, in- 
deed, be so debilitated or crippled by disease, that 


we Can scarcely move our crazy frame—and some 


among us may be vexed with excruciating pain— 
yet still we have a work to perform for God, and 
for our generation. If we cannot use our hands 
and feet, so as to be useful in the labours which 
we were wont to perform, yet we may employ our 
tongues to speak the praises of our God and Saviour. 
We may drop a word of counsel to those around 
us; and especially, the aged owe a duty to the 
young, to whom they may have access, and who 
are related to them. Every aged Christian must 
have acquired much knowledge from experience, 
which he should be ready to communicate, as far 
as it is practicable. Why is it, my dear friends, 
that we sufier so many opportunities of usefulness 
to pass without improvement? Why are we so 
often silent, when the suggestions of our own con- 
science urge us to speak something for God? How 
is it, that we consume hours in unprofitable talk, 
and seldom attempt to say any thing which can 
profit the hearers! We may plead inability—we 
may excuse ourselves, because we are unlearned 
and may not be able to speak eloquently and cor- 
rectly—but let us be honest, is not the true reasgn 
because our own hearts are so little affected with 
these things? We cannot consent to play the 
hypocrite, by uttering sentiments which we do not 
feel; and we have often been disgusted with the 
attempts of others, who, in a cold and constrained 
manner, have introduced religious conversation. 
It is easy to see where the fault lies; it is in the 
state of our own hearts. Let us never rest, then, 
until we find ourselves in a better state of mind. 
Let us get our hearts habitually under the,influ- 
ence of divine things, and then conversacion on this 
subject, will be as easy as any other. ‘ Out of the 
abundance of the heart, the mouth speaketh.” 
There are companies and occasions, when to ob- 
trude remarks on religion, would be unseasonable 
and imprudent; for we must not cast our pearls 
before swine: but, in most cases, an aged person 
may give utterance to seasonable and solemn 
truths, without offence—and very often a word 
spoken in season. has been the means of saving a 
soul; and the advice and exhortations of parents 
and pious friends, are remembered and prove salu- 
tary, after their heads are laid low under the clods 
of the valley. 

I have often heard aged persons, incapable any 


unprofitable lives were so long protracted ; while 
the young and laborious servants of God were cut 
off in the midst of their years. ‘The dispensations 
of God are indeed inscrutable—“ his ways are past 
finding out”—and we are too little acquainted with 
his counsels, to sit in judgment on them. But I 
would say to those who think that they can be of 
no further use in the world, that they do not form 
a just estimate of the nature of the service which 
God requires, and by which he is glorified by his 
creatures upon earth. All true obedience origi- 
nates in the heart, and consists essentially of the 
affections of the heart: external duties are to be 
performed, but are only holy as connected with 
holy motives. The aged man may serve God, 
therefore, as sincerely and fervently as any others, 
if only the heart be right in the sight of God. He 
can glorify God in his spirit, by thinking affection- 
ately of his glorious name, by contemplating his 
divine attributes, and by exercising love and grati- 
tude towards him. His devotion might thus ap- 
proach more nearly to our conceptions of the 
services and exercises of the saints in heaven. 
But it may be that the lives of some are lengthen- 
ed out, that they may offer up many prayers for the 
Church and for the world; for, after all the activity 
and bustle and apparent zeal, there is no service 
which can be performed by mortals, so effectual] as 
prayer. Here there is a work to which the aged 
may be devoted. While Joshna and the men of 
war contend with the Amalekites in the battle, 
Moses assists by lifting up his hands in prayer; 
and when he was, through fatigue, no longer able 
to hold them up, he is assisted by Aaron on one 
side, and Hur on the other. If you cannot preach, 
you can, by prayer, hold up the hands of those who 
do. You can follow the missionary, who leaves all 
to go and labour in heathen lands, with your daily 
and fervent prayers. It is not in vain for you to 
live, while you have access at a throne of grace. 
Before the advent of Christ, there were some aged 
persons who seem to have been preserved in life, 
that they might pray for this event, and that they 
might enjoy the pleasure of seeing the answer of 
their prayers, and embracing him in their arms, 
whom they had so often embraced by faith. While 
all around was spiritual death and desolation, and 
corruption and error had infected all classes, from 
the priesthood downward, there was a little band 
who had taken up their residence in the temple, or 
often frequented this holy place, who were wait- 
ing for the consolation of Israel. ‘Two of these are 
named Simeon and Anna; but there were others 
of the same character; for we read that this very 
aged and pious widow, who departed not from the 
temple, but served God with fastings and prayers, 
night and day, “ spake of Christ after she had seen 
him, to all them who looked for redemption in 
Israel.” The darker the times the more closely 
do the truly pious adhere to each other. This lit- 
tle knot of praying people knew each other, and no 
doubt spake often one to another; and in this case, 
the Lord hearkened and heard; for the object of 
their desires and prayers was given tothem. Was 
the life of Anna an unprofitable life, although she 
never left the temple, and did nothing but fast and 

ray? Was Simeon a useless member of the 
Church, because he was probably too old for la- 
bour? The truth. was—and the same is often 
verified—that the true Church of God was at this 
time confined to a few pious souls; while the 
priests and the scribes and the rulers, had neither 
art nor lot in the matter. As God preserved 

imeon, according to a promise made to him, until 
he saw the Lord’s Christ, so he may be lengthen- 
ing out the lives of some of you, my aged brethren, 


until you may have the opportunity of seeing the 


longer of active service, express surprise that their 


salvation of Israel come out of Zion. Do you not 
wish to be witnesses of the rise and glory of the 
Church? Pray then incessantly for the peace and 
prosperity of Jerusalem. Consider it as your chief 
business to pray that the kingdom of God may come. 
What though the signs of the times be discouraging 
—what though you live in troublesome times—what 
though the Church may be shaken, and the pros- 
pects of her increase be dark, yet remember that 
she is founded on a rock, and the gates of hell can- 
not prevail against her. The vessel that carries 
Christ, though it be buffetted by storms, is in no 
danger of being wrecked. But to govern and di- 
rect does not belong to you; your duty is to pray 
—to pray without ceasing—to wrestle with the 
angel of the covenant, and not to let him go until 
he bless you. Give him no rest until] he return 
and make Jerusalem a praise in all the earth. You 
cannot offend by importunity, but by this you will 
be sure to prevail; for “ will not God hear his own 
elect, who cry day and night unto him ?”’—therefore 
never hold your peace, but as long as you live in- 
tercede with him to fulfil his gracious promises, 
and to cause the earth to be filled with the know- 
ledge of himself as the waters cover the sea, when 
his people shall be all righteous, and there shall be 
no need any longer for any one to say to his neigh- 
bour, know the Lord, for all shall know him from 
the least to the greatest. 
Thanksgiving is also a duty peculiarly incum- 
bent on the aged. In the providence of God you 
are spared, whilst most of your coevals have been 
cut off in the midst of their career. Some of you 
have enjoyed almost uninterrupted prosperity. 
When you consider the dispensations of God’s 
providence toward you, in the time and place and 
circumstances of your birth, in giving you pious and 
intelligent parents, who took care of your health 
and education, and in following you with goodness 
and mercy all the days of your life; giving you kind 
friends, faithful teachers, health and reason, to- 
gether with abundant religious privileges, how 
thankful ought you to be. But that which above 


‘all other things enhances your obligations to grati- 


tude is, that in his own good time he effectually 
called you from the devious paths of iniquity, and 
adopted you as a child into his own household and 
family, and perhaps has made you the instrument 
of much good to others; if not on a large scale, yet 
in your own family, and in the church of which 
vou are a member. If now, to all these blessings, 
he has given you pious children, and who promise, 
when you are gone, more than to supply your place 
in society; or even if they have been preserved 
from infidelity and disgraceful immoralities, and 
are disposed to pay a serious attention to the 
preaching of the gospel, no words can express 
your obligations to give thanks unto the Lord, and 
continually to praise his name, whose mercy en- 
dureth forever and ever. ‘“ Let us, therefore, offer 
the sacrifice of praise to God continually—that is, 
the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.” 
Yours, A. ALEXANDER. 


TITLES OF CHRIST. 
COUNSELLOR. 


Christ is not only WonperFuL, or admirable, 
in himself; but he is also the CounseLtor of 
God and man. As a person in the divine essence, 
he is concerned in all the counsels and decrees of 
the Most High; and, as a partaker of man’s nature, 
he condescends to instruct the simple and ignorant 
among men, and those who are out of the way. 
Nothing was done without him as God ; for witi- 
out hii (says the Evangelist) was not any thing 
made that was nade. John i. 3. He was the wis- 
dom, who counselied in all, as well as the. power, 
who executed all. ‘hus he deciares of himself, 
*‘ counsel is mine, and sound wisdom: I ain under- 
standing, I have strength.” Prov. viii. 14. He was 
to build the temple of Jehovah, or gather together 
in one all his people, to be an holy teinple in the 
Lord. John xi. 52. Bph. i. 10, ii. 21. He was to 


bear the glory, to sit and rule upon his tirone, to. 


be a priest upon his throne, and the counsel of 
peace was to be between them both. Zach. vi. 12. 
As the great Mediator, he was to order the king- 
dom of grace, and to establish it in judginent and 
in righteousness forever. Isaiah, ix. 7. 

Now, if Christ be Jehoval’s counsellor, he must 
be Jehovah, or God; for who beside a person in 
himself, bath known the mind of the Lord, or who 
among the creatures, hath been his counsellor? 
Rom. xi. 34. “ Who” (says the propiet) “ hath 
directed the spirit of she Lord, or being his coun- 
sellor hath taught him.” Isaiah, x]. 13. No created 
wisdom could assist the wisdom which is uncreated. 
The faculties, made, cannot communicate intelli- 
gence to Him who made them. God neither asks 
advice, nor needs it, from the most splendid work- 
manship of his wisdom and power; aud much less 
from tie narrow, feeble, and now benighted intel- 
lect ci man. And therefore were Christ, according 
to the Socinian dream, a man and only a man, or 
were he, according to the Arian blasphemy, a de- 
pendent and inferior God, he could upon no account, 
be Jehovah’s counsellor, nor confer with him in the 
arrangements of his providence, ov in the execution 
of his decrees. He must be equal to the Father 
and the Spirit, that he might suggest his counseis; 
and they must be equal to hitn that they might 
concur in them. Infinite wisdom can receive ro 
communications from a wisdom less than ini- 
nite. But the three divine persons in the sacred 
essence being joint, undivided, and inseparable par- 
ticipants of whatever knowledge or power or altri- 
bute is peculiar to that essence, they covenant, de- 
termine, and execute, equally, jointly, and insepa- 
rably. Thus Christ, upon the ground of his essen- 
tial divinity, and upon that alone, is Jehovah’s 
fellow, (Zech. xiii. 7,) or equal, and Jehovah's 
counsellor. 

Christ is also the counsellor of his people. Nico- 
demus, struck by his mighty works, said truly of 
him, Thou art a teacher come trom God; though 
that master in Israel could neither understand nor 
receive his counsels. Nicodemus had not learned 
that very difficult lesson of grace, namely, to know 
his own ignorance ; and therefore he cavilled at 
the humbling doctrine of the great Instructor. But 
“the meek will he guide in judgment, and the 
meek will he teach his way.” Psalm xxv.9. A 
high minded sinner overlooks the lowly Jesus. The 
humble in heart, those who have been made sensi- 
ble of their own ignorance and folly, are alone 
willing, like Mary, to sit meekly at his feet and re- 
ceive his word. These he guideth continually ; 
Isaiah, lvili. 11. These he maketh to lie down in 

reen pastures, and leadeth beside the still waters. 
Posi xxiil. 2. They shal] not hunger nor thirst, 
neither shall the heat nor sun smite them; for He 
that hath mercy on them, shall lead them ; even by 
the springs of water shall he guide them. Isaiah 
xlix. 10. He is their advocate with the Father, as 
well as the propitiation for their sins; and hath left 
this comfortable assurance to his people of all ge- 
nerations, “ Lo Iam with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world.” Matth. xxviii. 20. 

This condescending character of our gracious 
Lord, forins another incontestible argument of his 
glorious divinity. For how could Christ counsel 
an almost infinite number of people in all ages, in 
all places, in every instant, and at the same instant, 
unless he were both omnipresent and omniscient! 
And surely any one may perceive that a gracious 
being, thus present to help, thus able to advise, 
thus willing to uphold from one end of the world 
to the other, in all ages, and at all times, must ne- 
cessarily be omnipresent and omniscient. Christ 
himself being true, it cannot be otherwise. If then 
the Lord Christ possess these divine attributes, he 
must be equa] to Jehovah, and a person in Jeho- 
vah; since none but the true and very God, accor- 
ding to the opinion of the Deists themselves, cart 
occupy all space and know all things. But, as in 
Christ are hid al] the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge, Col. ii. 3, so therefore, in Christ re- 
side all the glories of the Godhead. The treasures. 
and all the treasures, of wisdom, and knowledge, 
could not dwell in any creature. Speaking with 
reverence, God must undeify himself, and transfer 
his very being and perfections to another, before 


| such a proposition could be true. Yet. Christ hath 
all these treasures, is this very God, and hath ma- 
nifested the effects of his Godhead and power 
throughout the believing and spiritual, as well as 
the natural and visible world. As Jehovah’scoun- 
sellor, he must be one with, and equal to Jehovah ; 
and as the counsellor of myriads of his creatures, 
diversified and dispersed in earth, or in heaven, he 
can be no other. Truly, he is Jehovah Immanuel 
himself, though he condescends, with wondertul 
mercy, to be also a Lamb, who feedeth and Jeadeth 
his people unto living fountains of waters ; and who 
will, one day, wipe away every tear from their 
eyes, | 

Considering all that Christ hath done, and all 
that he hath promised to do; we may justly pro- 
ounce of him, that “ it must come forth from the 
Lord of Hosts, who is wonderful in counsel, and 
excellent in working.” Isaiah, xxviii. 29; Jer. 
xxxii. 18,19. None but God, could devise such a 
‘plan of salvation: none but God could undertake 
and perform it. 
” My feeble feet aspiring climh, 
The narrow steep ascent to God; 
Onward I press, with Hope sublime, 
Along the road the fathers trod. 


Jesus his care and counsel gives, 
Jesus my failing strength supplies; 
My soul below tor Jesus lives, 
And He for me above the skies. 


When shall I sce Him face to face ? 
When to iny dear Redeemer fly ? 
When shall I meet his kind embrace, 
And find his welcome rest on high? 


Come, dearest Saviour, quickly come, 
Life, without Thee, is lite forlorn ; 
O take thy longing pilgrim home: 
My soul for earth was never born! 
Serle’s Hore Solitaria. 


From the Western Presbyterian Herald. 
CONSTITUTIONALITY. 


Who ever heard such a noise about the consti- 
tution of our Church? Have the wise men of the 
New-school discovered any thing of Jate, in that 
despised book which they now wish to adhere to! 
We heard nothing of the kind from them, whiie 
they were admitting into the Church, men who 
denied the leading doctrines of the same old book. 
But now when the “ mint, anise and cummin” has 
come, we hear a tremendous prating about uncon- 
stitutionality ! 

I wonder which of the two ways, the Church 
would languish soonest under ; cutting oit'a diseased 
member, or tampering with palliatives, until even 
amputation would be useless? Common sense 
might teach any unprejudiced person, that excision, 
in that case, was essentially necessary. 


I would here, ask the members of our much be- 
loved church, to consider a few things, seriously in 
their families and closets ; I mean apart trom other 
exciting topics, before they proceed to condemn 
the late acts of * The General Assembly.” When 
and where do you find ministerial instruction in 
your families attended to, as it onght to be, in 
which the pure doctrines of our holy religion were 
taught to your children, in their young and tender 
years, when such things make a more lasting im- 
pression than at any future period in lite ! Answer 
cundidiy, and I feel assured, many of you will be 
compelled to say, especially you who have seen 
better days, that other things far less valuable have 
taken the place of these—and they are gone. 
Scarcely will you see among our present Presby- 
terian families even a copy of thet most excelient 
summéry of our belief, as a church. i. e. The 
shorter Catechism. 


And I hesitate not to say, that with these things 
have gone the pure principles of Presbyterianism. 
A few probably have adhered to our former usages, 
and in spite of example to the contrary, have taught 
their children the truth, us was commanded ot old, 
“lying down and rising up.” And what better 
way, | would ask, to teach the great fundamental 
doctrines of the Bible has ever been troduced, 
than to teach the young, the truths contained in 
that sinall volume! I do not pretend to say, that 
this will make them Christians, far from it: but | 
cannot see, in my humble opinion where any thing 
has bee gained; but cn the other hand [ can see, 
nay am compelled to see, where very much has 
been lost by the change. Books and news-papers 
have taken the place of the holy volume, and the 
youth of our church have been instructed in a great 
measure from books that have very few references 
to the Bible; and in this way they have been 
cheated out of the truth—If you want proof of this 
I can tell you what has repeatedly furced the idea 
upon my mina. In conversing with those that cull 
themselves Presbyterians, I have as frequently 
noticed that the name was all, or nearly all, that 
they knew any thing about—their preachers had 
admitted them, as members in full communion, into 
the church, and forsooth he had said that the * old 
cateciism” was quite unnecessary now, in the-e 
days of knowledge; and as for the Confession of 
Faith, probably it was not alluded to, and if it was, 
it was dcne ina way calculated to cast additional 
odium on the old Look. If ask you, what can you 
individually say to these things? Are they true, 
or are they not true? Jf they are true, is it any 
wonder that the church should have acted as she 
did? Where would be the use of citation and 
trial, when she has been so shamefully treated, on 
the same ground before; when a man was silenced, 
and justly too, by a Synod not second to any in the 
church for piety, learning, and good order :—an 
appeal was made to the “General Assembly,” and 
by a majority of a certain kind, he was reinstated 
into thechurch, notwithstanding many of the New- 
school party acknowledged the errors complained 
of,—But: But, he was a fine man—very popular 
indeed—and so have not been the true followers of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; neither are 
they now in our day—they have always been a set 
of folks, that the world has never spoken well of— 
they have been unpopular—in the minority, and 
their opinions “every where spoken against.” 


Again; where has gone the solemnity of our 
sacramental occasions? In ancient days, and by 
the express command of God himself, on a certain 
near approach, the people were instructed that they 
should <a two days, in preparing themselves 
to appear before the Lord: and we too, in former 
times, as a church, had preparation, when we pre- 
sumed to make a near approach to our Maker and 
Redeemer. But now if we get tothe churcli on 
Saturday at noon, it does very well—some that are 
a little slack, do not come at all—and nothing be- 
ing done that demands their presence of course 
they contrive to engage in their worldly affairs— 
and [ dare venture to say, that where this is the or- 
der observed, and it is now very prevalent, that 
half the communicants are absent, only just on the 
Sabbath. Now, my brethren, need any inquire, 
why this is the case; it is very plain to many, that 
some New-school preacher has come into your 
church and has kept harping continually about 
these things, until you have tamely submitted to 
all his new plans—and what were his reasons? 
O!*it was a saving of time.” What? “saving 
time” out of that in which we should worship our 
Maker? Alas! my brethren, and this is the reason 
why we should doso. Does not all this innovation 
go to teach the world, and our children, that we do 
not consider the ordinanee of so much importance 
as our fathers considered it; and if we are only a 
link in the chain that is to convey this ordinance 
down to posterity, how dare we interfere with, or 
change it in any manner from the way we received 
it? These, my brethren are some of the things 
that we call unconstitutional ; and that we honest- 
ly believe if. not counteracted, must inevitably put 
us on a level with others that have taken a like 


I pray you brethren, friends of 
t 
the doings of our church. 


» examine these matters well ere you 


A MEMBER OF THE Press. CuvuROH. | 


| 


| lution and misery through time and in the endless 


Society. 


For the Presbyterian. 
PRESENT WANTS OF THE AMERICAN TRACT 
SOCIETY, 


On the 10th of Novemlias there was due 
from this Society on bills sanctioned by tne Com- 


mittee, ‘ ‘ 72 
Do. for money borrowed, 3708 94 
Do. on notes payable within 60 days, 3078 38 


Total, . : $13,538 04 
_ The Society have been obliged to delay publish- 
ing nine valuable and interesting volumes, now 
ready for the press, for want of means to pay for 
paper, printing, and binding. 

- The claims from abroad are such that the Com- 
mittee have been led to express the opinion that 
any sum less than $35,000 will be inadequate to 
meet the demand for foreign distribution the cur- 
rent year, and they believe that nearly an equal 
amount will be necessary to promote the Tract and 
Volume circulation, and meet other claims in our 
own country. 

With all these calls upon the Socity, they have 
received within the last six months only $2750 in 
donations for the Volume Enterprise, and only 
$2764 18 for foreign distribution. 

They now look with deep solicitude to the chris- 
tian community foraid. A field of usefulness al- 
most unlimited is spread out before them, and they 
are impelled to go forward by every motive that 
can be drawn from the evils of ignorance, and vice, 
and superstition, and by all that is cheering in the 
prospect that millions of souls may be redeemed 
from perdition through a blessing on this instru- 
mentality. 

They derive encouragement from past experi- 
ence and from the concurrent testimony of multi- 
tudes at home and abroad to the good already done, 
and the constant and increasing demands for the 
Society’s publications. 

The Rev. Robert Baird, late General Agent of 
the American Sunday School Union, who has been 
some time in Europe, under date of Paris, Septem- 
ber 27, 1537, writes to the Committee in behalf of 
Germany, Prussia, Denmark, Sweden, Poland, and 
Russia. Ele has recently visited some of the most 
important towns in all these countries, and hau tr. - 
quent interviews with persons deeply interested in 
the prosperity of the Redeemer’s kingdom. and 
who have much knowledge of the spiritual wants 
of the people, and they assure him that the aid of 
the American Tract Society greatly needed, ani 
— be highly appreciated end judiciously ap- 
plied. | 

In Denmark he had correspondence with Hon. 
Peter Brown, an oilicer of Government, and a de- 
veted christian,,who informed him of the low state 
of the Tract cause, and their great need of assis- 
tance in publishing such books as the Young Chris- 
tian, H. Page, &c. ; 

In Sweden, the Rev. Mr. Scott is engaged in 
translating some of the Society’s most valuable 
books, and they need aid in publishing them. 

In Poland, where little has beendone, Mr. Baird 
says “the door is wide open. Some eight or ten 
missionaries of the London Jews’ Society are la- 
bouring there; with some of whom I became ac- 
quainted. They are excellent men, and have the 
confidence of the Russian government, and are 
anxious todo more for the Tract cause. Rev. Mr. 
Smith, an Englishman, and Rev. Mr. Becker, a 
German, assured me that they would undertake 
the tranelation of any Tracts and books which 
might be recommended. They have a printing 
press at their disposal, and can print very cheap. 
They need at least 9500 as soon as practicable ; 
and the remittances to Hamburg, Berlin, aad Swe- 
den should at least be as much as they were last 

year.” 
While writing the above, Mr. Baird received a 
letter from the Princess Metschersky, dated at 

Moscow, respecting the Tract cause in Russia. 
This lady has for years been favourably known as 
deeply interested and personally engaged in trins- 
lating and distributing Tracts. She fully confirms 
what has been said by the Rev. Mr. Brown, of St. 
Petersburgh, and others, of the indespensable ne- 
cessity of Tracts to convey Gospel truth to the 
great mass of the people in that Empire. And Mr. 
Buird, from all the information he can obtain by 
correspondence and personal observation, regards 
Russia as one of the most important Gelds in the 
world for the operations of the American Tract 


An urgent application is also just received from 
Rev. Mr. Rule at Gibraltar, for at least $500, to 
be immediately employed in circulating Tractsand 
Volumes in Spain. 

Rev. Mr. Winslow, writing from Madras, says, 
“the door for Tract distribution is opening wider 
and wider.” And the Rev. Mr. Seudder unites 
with him in saying, “that one grand reason why a 
mission was commenced there is, that the Ameri- 
can Bible and Tract Societies may have an oppor- 
tunity to distribute their productions to the mil- 
lions to whom it opens the way of access. Their 
wants are the wants of as large a population as 
tnet of the United States—S.000,000 speaking 
the Tamul, and 8,000,006 speaking the Toloogoo 
language.” They ask for a donation of $5000 to 
print from 50.000 to 100,000 copies of the Tract en- 
titled “ The Blind Way,” which is very popular, 
and hes keen exceedingly useful in Ceylon. 

Letters from Ceylon say, “The call for Tracts 
become louder in proportion to the means of an- 
swering it. Large numbers have been printed, but 
they have been scattered through the country 
almost as fast as they have issued from the press.” 

In Burmah one person offered twenty rupees to 
the man who would bring him the book that taught 
the Christian religion. 

Rev. Mr. Jones writes from Siam, “There is no 
difficulty in distributing as fast as we can print. In 
six menths we have distributed 60,000 Tracts. They 
have gone into remote provinces, and it is not an 
uncommon thing for men to come to my house 
from a distance of several day’s travel, stating that 
they have seen a book that taught the religion of 
Jesus Christ, and they want to know more about 
it. 

The Rev. Mr. Richards, from the mission at the 
Sandwich Islands, said, while on his late visit to 
this country, “ We can try to dispense with half 
the quantity of flour allowed for our families, hut 
we cannot dispense with the use of the press. The 
people must be supplied with books.” 

Statements of a similar import might be made 
respecting nearly all the stations hitherto aided by 
this Society. It is perfectly manifest that God in 
his providence is calling the churches fo do more 
in this work. [iundreds of thousand—yea, millions 
are ready to receive the trith at their hands upon 
the printed page. 

In regard to the Volume Circulation, there is 
but one heart and one voice. The almost univer- 
sal testimony of Evangelical Christians is decidedly 
in favour of this work. The character of the books 
is known and highly approved, and their useful- 
ness, when read, is every where admitted. Facts 
are constantly accumulating to show that God 
honours them as instruments in his hands in the 
conversion of souls. The great question is, How 
can they be more generally circulated ? 

The circulation of small Tracts is scarcely less 
promising of good, and thousands of Christians are 
ready to disperse them among the millions of our 
perishing population, with prayer and humble en- 
deavours for their eternal welfare. 

In view of these extended openings and pressing 
calls, and the evidence that God will honour the 
press as an Instrument in his hands of spreading 
the Gospel among all nations, will not the friends 
of this cause inquire what they can do to meet the 
present claims upon this Society? We ask in be- 
half of those who need the Society's aid, and with- 
out it may perish eternally. We ask in behalf of 
the destitute and perishing in our own Jand. We 
ask in behalf of the millions who are suffering un- 
der the deep degradation of heathenism, and with- 
out the Gospel must sink deeper and deeper in pol- 


ages of eternity. In behalf ofall these, weask the} 
Christian, whose soul has been washed m the Re- 


deemer’s blood, to inquire what he can now do to 
meet the present wants of the American Tract So- 
ciety ? 

nder God, the Society’s dependence is on the 
contributions of Christians generally, and they 
beg the prompt and cheerful offerings of 
dividual who loves the Lord Jesus Christ. tn hun- 
dreds of cases effective aid has been, and may still 
be rendered, by the effurts uf devoted ladies, col- 
lecting the contributions of those who are willing 
to give to constitute their pastors, or others, mem- 
bers or directors for life. We make the appeal to 
all who desire the prosperity of his cause, assured 
that the day of judgment will show that our contr- 
butions, labours, and prayers, made in humble re- 
liance on the Divine blessing, have not been in 
vain. O. 

*,* Remittances may be addressed to O. R. Kings. 
bury, Assistant Treasurer, 150 Nassau-street, New 
York, $20 constitutes a Member for Lite ; the addition 
of $30, or $50 at one time, a Director for Life. 

From the Charleston Observer. 
‘CONNEXION WITHOUT UNITY OF SENTI- 

MENT AND HAKMONY OF FEELING, IS A 

CURSE.” 

This incidental remark is selected from the able 
arguinent of your Correspondent, in reply to the 
* Opinion” of Chancellor Kent, and it is & remark 
in perfect coincidence with a sentiment uttered on 
the highest authority, that “a house divided against 
itself cannot stand.” In what | shall say upon the 
subject it is not my design to justify, or even to ex- 
tenuate the evils of division. For if, in any bod 
of men, “ unity of sentiment and harmony of feel- 
ing” do not obtain, there is a fault somewhere, in 
the head, or the heart, orin both. But this fault is 
not to be rectified by torcing uncongenial elements 
together. ‘They must believe alike and feel alike, 
to avoid collision and strife. The only other unity 
of sentiment which I can conceive, consists in an 
abject submission to arbitrary authority. When 
men will consent, as in the Church of Rome, to 
yield their judgments to the will of an acknowledg- 
ed superior, to go and come at his bidding—and to 
receive unquestioned all his dictations be they 
ever so unreasonable, contradictory, or absurd, 
there may be unity, but not the un:ty of men who 
are accustomed to think tor themselves and form 
their conclusions from the light of reason, of con- 
science, and of revelation. But such a unity as 
this, s» far from being desirable, is greatly to be 
deprecated. Better that the Church should be di- 
vided into small fractions than to concede any such 
authority to a single individual. In such a unity, 
there 13, however, something peculiarly imposing. 
With the multitude, numbers have far greater 
weight than other considerations vastly more im- 
portant—than reason, truth, justice or revelation. 
And hence is it that forced unities are sometimes 
formed for the sake of effect. But the connexion 
under such circumstances, is neither happy nor 
Protestants have felt this, and therefore 
they have subdivided into different denominations. 

Let the Episcopalians have their Liturgy and 
their Canons—The Baptists their mode of adminis- 
tering the sealing ordinances of the Church—The 
Methodists their peculiar system of beliefand dise 
cipline—the Presbyterians their standards of doc- 
trine and order.—The Congregationalists their 
own method of administering the government of 
the Church.—And let these and other denomina- 
tions act apart in every thing that is peculiar to 
each; and together, when they can come together 
on common ground, and for a common object; but 
let none attempt to intermeddle with the peculiar 
affairs of the rest: and let no attempt be made to 
amalgamate heterogeneous materials into one 
common mass: for the result will be injurious—it 
will be a curse, and not a blessing. 

It is easy to apply these remarks to the state of 
our own Church. An amalyamation of heteroge- 
neous materials was attempted years ago, and in- 
stead of any closer affinity, the breach has been 
growing wider and wider—wider in sentiment and 
in feeling ; and it seems to me that they who love 
peace, be they on one side or on the other, would 
prefer a separation in form and in fact, to the 
jarring and contention incident upon such a union. 


From the Hartford Watchinan. 
TRIAL OF FAIH. 


Faith is a precious gem; among the Christian 
graces it holds a chief place, but like gold, it 
needs the trial of the furnace. In its untried state, 
it is mixed with much alloy, and it is often fuunud 
connected with druss. It dues not shine in its so- 
lidity and purity till it has passed the ordeal. 
Hence, the reason is manitest, why God in his 
providence, so often, and to human view, 80 se . 
verely applies the test. It is, that his believing 
people may come forth as gold seven times purie 
tied. And how beautiful is the result! How de- 
lightful to see faith endurimg trial and coming off 
victorious. How precious the example of Enoch 
and of Nvah, those ancient believers, who walked 
with God, and maintained their course ia the 
midst of a profligate generatiun, and in the face of 
all the perverted principle and licentious practice 
of a corrupt age. And let us not imagine that — 
Enoch and Noah found it an easy matter to do this. 
No, their faith was tried as in a furnace ;—they 
were men—they had feelings and interests common 
to men. They were assailable and vulnerable in 
their earthly interests and connexions, like other 
men, and no doubt their ungodly cotemporaries 
inade liberal use of their advantage in this r 
The profligate and scoifer would pronounce them 
poor deluded bigots, or designing hypocrites; 
while the sly policy of the temporising manager 
would call theim sour and obstinate, and say that 
they were always driving at one thing, and per- 
haps throw out a hint that they might be wlira in 
their views, and thus their faith must pass the or- 
deal. But the excellency of it was that it endured 
the trial. It was not the temporary faith of the 
time-server, but “ the substance of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things not seen.” 

How excellent was the example of Abraham.— 
He believed God. But think not that the purity 
and lustre of his faith cost him nothing. Far from 
this. He went out from home, not knowing 
whither he went, guided only by the command of 
God, and supported only by the strength of his 
faith, he sojourned in a strange land. In the 
strength of the same faith he did not withhold his 
son, his only son Isaac, when God demanded him. 
Here was the trial of his faith, and the beauty of 
it is, faith endured the trial. 

How instructive the example of Moses, who re- 
fused to be called the son of Pharaoli’s daughter ; 
choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people 
of God, than to enjoy thé pleasures of sin for a 
season. Did this trial cost Moses nothing? Was 
it nothing to abandon a court and a disdem? Let 
those who find it difficult to part with a very small 
proportion of earthly treasure fur the calls of be- 
nevolence and mercy, say what they would have 
done if placed in the position of Moses. Would 
no professed believer’s tongue have faltered—no 
hand have trembled under this trial? Would not 
the temporizer, the manager, have been at a stand 
here? Would he not have cast his magic mist, 
drawn his circles, and tried his spells, to see if 
there was not some way to keep the pleasures of 
Egypt and get along with his duty besides?— 
Would he not have had his cautions, and whispered 
his fears that Moses was going too far, and strain- 
ing points too much. ould he not have found 
out @ middlé course to the land of promise, some- 
where on the Egyptian side of the Red Sea, so as 
to save the leeks and flesh pots. And as to the 
avowed unbelievers, we know what they to a man 
would have said, viz., it is all delusion, and Moses 
isa fool. But faith was under this trial, faith en- 
dured it, and faith shone the brighter for the fur- 
nace. 

How deligh'ful the example of the three young 
men in Babylon! Their faith was of the right 
stamp, because when tried, it endured the fornace.. 
But did that tria] cost them nothing? ‘Was it nox 
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thing to incur ‘the. displeasure of the mightiest 
prince of the world—nothing to hazard the loss of 
their honours, their emoluments, and their lives 
a stand alone in the face of popular 
ABA Spposition to tag 
nothing to enter the burning fiery furnace, heated 
we 


r place himself in that position, and 
ether it is all nothing. Let the pliant, 
<aceommodating believer, who shapes his creed 
_and his practice to the times, and the circumstan- 

ces, look into that fiery furnance and tel] us what 
he would have done, -What more amusing than 
to witness. his shifts and turns to avoid the furnace, 
-oF than.to hear his prudent maxims, his nice dis- 
tinetionas, bis capillary. definitions about one’s du- 

one’ 


the man 
tell us 


name, al] tending 
of valour is discre- 


‘mace. They had a cunscious and sin- 
_eerity which did not decline the trial. 
... The trial of faith, then, is the occasion when 
peharacter is tested and proved, and when, by en- 
dyring it receives the stamp of pure gold. It is 
easy.to take hold with zeal and energy when we 
go with the current. Dross and tin sparkle and 
_glitter common sunshine. A man who first 
satisfies himself that a thing’ will go, and who 
stands aloof till ke sees the indications of popular 
favour, or immediate profit, may enlist from other 
motives than love to truth or duty ; but, show us 
-the man who is willing to hazard his popularity or 


his money in the cause of truth, the man who is 


ready to stem the tide of perverted public opinion 


- ‘with Enoch; who can forsake his worldly interest 


oto the call of God with Abraham—who can 
»leave the lap of indulgence for a wilderness of af- 
flictions with Moses—or who can walk with a firm 
: step up to the mouth of the fiery furnace with the 
»three children in Babylon, and we will show you 
-the man whose faith is substantial, and will shine 
eo Pramas in proportion to the magnitude of its 
trials. 
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TERMS.—Two Dollars and Fifty cents in advance 
Three Dollars if not paid in advance. 


“BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS OF THE GENE. 
_ RAL ASSEMBLY. 
At a meeting of the Executive Committee of 
_the Board of Foreign Missions of the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church, on the 13th 
November, 1837, the following resolution was 
‘unanimously adopted: 
Resolved, That the Rev. Jonn 
D.D. be appointed General Agent of the Board. 
Wattrer Lowrie, Cor. Sec. 
New York, Nov. 29, 1837. 


Day or Fastine anp Praver.—The Synod of 
Philadelphia, at their late meeting at Baltimore, 
‘set apart Thursday next, the 7th of December, as a 
day of fasting, humiliation, and prayer, on account 
of the low state of religion within its bounds, and 
in view of the state of the Church generally in the 
United States. 

At a meeting of Pastors of the Presbyterian 
churches of Philadelphia, it was resolved that wor- 
thip be held in the Tenth Presbyterian Church, of 
which the Rev, H. A. Boardman is pastor, at half 
past 10 o’clock in the morning, and in the Second 
Presbyterian Church, of which the Rev. Dr. Cuy- 
ler is pastor, at 7 o’clock in the evening, of ‘Thurs- 
day next, 7th inst., and that each church make its 

own arrangements for the afternoon. 

~ ‘Tue Prospectr.—The deep interest and solici- 
tude which are felt by many in the future state of 
the Church, may justify some remarks on the pros- 
pect before us. The impression, that the adop- 
tion by the last Assembly of measures of reform, 
was a final settlement of the controversy, is not 
well founded. It might have been foreseen, that 
these measures, from their strong character, would 
be employed by the tacticians of the opposite party 
as a basis on which to produce a re-action in the 
Church. To effect this, the principle on which 
the action of the Assembly was founded has been 
studiously concealed or misrepresented, while the 
changes have been rung on catch phrases to 
awaken sympathy, or inflame indignation. Ac- 
cording to this view, hundreds of Presbyterian 
ministers and churches have been ruthlessly ex- 
communicated and deprived of their ecclesiastical 
privileges without even the formality of a trial; 
compassion is solicited for them as they are thus 
innocently and injuriously stripped of their rights as 
christians, and cast out into the world; and all 
this is attributed toa wicked spirit of ambition 
among the orthodox, who love the pre-eminence, 
or to a coalition which has for its object the rivet- 
ing of the chains of slavery, and the suppression of 
all inquiry on the subject of human rights. We 
need not tell our readers that this statement of the 
case is an utter perversion, and that it is blazoned 
to the world merely for party purposes. No min- 
ister or Church has been excommunicated ; no 
Christian has been deprived of his rights; no coali- 
tion to sanction and uphold slavery has been enter- 
ed into; the whole action of the Assembly had 
reference to one point, the rescue of our standards 
from abuse, the return to constitutional principles 
and sound doctrine, and the suppression of fanati- 
cal excitements. As might have been expected, 
however, these distortions of party have produced 
some effect; and as extraordinary efforts have been 
made to publish these views, it would be remark- 
able if they did not, in a degree, influence those 
who are deprived of the means of more correct in- 
formation. The re-action, socalled, has by no 
means been great; the Presbyteries and Synods 
occupying the original seats of Presbyterianism, 
have, with surprising unanimity, sustained the As- 
sembly; and very few which were supposed to be 
entitled to an orthodox delegation, have expressed 
disapprobation. What changes may be hereafter 
produced on either side, must be left for time to 
reveal. It ought not, however, to be concealed, 
that a large body of the New-school is still em- 
braced in the Presbyterian Church ; they have un- 
der their control many entire Presbyteries and Sy- 
nods, and even as minorities of orthodox Presby- 
teries they have avowed themselves by their votes ; 
they have a number of presses at their command ; 
and are untiring in their zeal. With such means 
of carrying on the contest, it is not to be supposed 
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that they will desist, while there is a hope of re- 
ducing the strength of the majority. The next Gen- 
eral Assembly is, therefore, regarded by both par- 
ties with intense interest; there the question must 
be finally settled ; there it must be ascertained, whe- 
‘ther the Presbyterian Church must remain under 
the management of its true friends, or be resigned. 
into the hands of Congregationalists. If the ortho- 
‘ dox are lukewarm or timid ; if they either neglect, 
or are afraid to exert themselves, the advantages 
already gained will not only be lost, but they will 
place themselves in a position of complete subser- 
vience. 


THE PRESB 


YTERIAN. 


measures of the last. If this is settled in the af-. 
firmative there wiltbe, no Wanger. ‘The delegates 
from the disowned Synods may attempt to force 
their way to seats; they may be encouraged and 
sustained by their New-school friends still in the 
Charch, but the tamult will be of short duration, 
and then abiding peace will bless the Church. 
But if, on the contrary, the example of certain Pres- 
byteries, in going over to the New-school ranks 
be imitated by a sufficient number, to cast the ma- 
jority in the other scale, then the work of havoc 
will commence, only to end with the destruction of 
all our Presbyterian Institutions, and the suppres- 
sion of all orthodox views. Who can for a mo- 
ment doubt that this will be the result? Plain 
truth then should be spoken to the Church, and in 
expressing our opinion of what the times demand, 
we shall speak freely. 

Ist. The meetings of Presbyteries at which 
elections are held for commissioners to the Assem- 
bly, should be attended by every orthodox man 
who is entitled to a vote. This will be done by 
every member of the other party, and when such 
vital interests are at stake, no friend of truth should 
suffer the safety of the Church at large, to be en- 
dangered by his absence. Let every orthodox 
man exert his influence for this purpose; Jet him 
encounter trouble and sacrifice even, in performing 
a duty so obvious. Never before was there a 
time in which such exertion was necessary, and 
perhaps never will such a time again occur. 

2d. Let delegates of the right character be 
elected. Such as are willing and determined to 
attend if elected. And such as will unquestiona- 
bly be true to the cause of reformation already 
commenced. Be careful not to be deceived on 
this particular; avoid the selection of those who 
have even shown a leaning to the New-school, 
and who, with professions of orthodoxy, would be 
willing to undo what the last Assembly have so 
nobly done. Delegates at such a crisis should 
be instructed, nay, they should be pledged to sus- 
tain reform; there should not be a shadow of 
doubt, as to the manner in which they will vote in 
the trying hour. Besides every Presbytery should 
have its full number of delegates, both ministers 
and elders, at a time when a few votes may be all 
important. 

3d. Presbyteries should immediately take mea- 
sures to raise the necessary funds to defray the 
travelling expenses of their commissioners. The 
commissioners’ fund, so called, is wholly inade- 
quate tothe object, and many refuse to be appoint- 
ed, because the expenses are too great to be borne 
by them personally. But with ordinary exertion 
in each congregation, sufficient may be raised to 
meet this difficulty; but if it is done, it should be 
done soon; delay may prevent it from being done 
at all. 

4th. Let the orthodox delegates meet in Phila- 
delphia two days before the meeting of the Gene- 
ral Assembly, that they may make the necessary 
arrangements to act in concert in encountering the 
impediments which may be thrown in their way. 
This last suggestion we regard as important, and 
we hope the Presbyteries will take order on the 
subject. 

To the friends of Presbyterian doctrine and or- 
der, we then say, be vigilant, be united, be deci- 
ded. The great crisis is approaching, and unless 
every orthodox delegate is on the ground, and pre- 
pared to act with determination, the cause of truth 
may receive a shock, from which it may never re- 
cover, | 


~ 


ResiGNaTion.—The Rev. Absalom Peters, D.D. 
has resigned his office of General Agent and Cor- 
responding Secretary of the American Home Mis- 
sionary Society. He will be succeeded for the 
present, by the Rev. Messrs. Hall and Badger. Dr. 
Peters has accepted the editorial management of 
the American Biblical Repository. 


A Minister Deceaseo.—The Rev. James Pat- 
terson, whose decease was noticed in our last, was 
for twenty-three years a Pastor in the Northern Lib- 
erties, Philadelphia. He was indefatigable as a 
preacher, and diligent as a visiter, and in the 
course of his ministry, the neighbourhood in which 
he was settled was much improved. His last 
illness was brief, and he was followed to the 
grave by many who sincerely mourned his depar- 
ture. 


Brier Instructions. (No. 8.)—How far are 
we accountable for sinful thoughts, and as connec- 
ted with this, may we be criminal in our dreams? 
It is a favourite opinion with many that thought 
is too subtle to be controlled by any fixed rules; 
that it is often spontaneous and involuntary, and 
not therefore amenable to law; or in other words, 
that it has no moral character until embodied in 
action. And this theory is much more widely 
diffused and practically adopted than is generally 
supposed. Maultitudes so far from regarding their 
morality affected by evil thoughts, feel no com- 
punction at their occurrence ; and even Christians, 
sometimes it is feared, feel but little disturbed on 
this point, imagining that the thoughts of their 
heart, are the least of the evil of which they have 
to repent. In opposition to this, it is very appa- 
rent from the Scriptures, that the law of God, in 
its just and spiritual interpretation, takes as much 
cognizance of the thoughts as of the actions of 
men, and holds them accountable for the one as 
well as for the other. ‘This is done on a fair prin- 
ciple. If the fruit partakes of the character of the 
tree, and the stream of its source, then evil actions 
could not exist unless there were evil thoughts to 
originate thern, and if actions are morally vile, so 
must the preceding and exciting thoughts be. 
Why was the old world destroyed? It was be- 
cause God saw that “ the imaginations of the 
thoughts of men’s hearts were only evil continual- 
And under the New ‘Il'estament, evil 
thoughts, murders, and adulteries” are classed to- 
gether as the corrupt progeny of a carnal heart. 
So intimately associated are our actions with 
our thoughts, that much stress is laid on the pu- 
rification of the latter. ‘This, however, being 
admitted, that our thoughts may be evil, the 
question recurs, how far are we accountable for 
them! We reply, our accountability is commen- 
surate with the number and extent of them; or, in 
other words, every thought which is conceived in 
the mind, which is not agreeable to the law of 
God in its strict purity, renders us criminal, and is 
set down as one of the items in the account which 
we are hereafter to render to God. They are our 
thoughts, they proceed from our evil hearts, and 
therefore we are answerable for them. The carnal 
heart is enmity to God, and if it is criminal to have 
such a heart, it must be criminal to indulge it in any 
of its wicked propensities. Evil thoughts may 
pollute us and lead to vicious: conduct and hence 
are hateful to the pure eyes of the Lord. Thus it 
may be positively concluded, that as the law of God 


At the meeting of the Assembly, the firat | extends to the heart, as well as to the outward be- 


question will be is there a sufficient number of de- | haviour, every sinful thought brings us under a 


legates who. ate prepared/@rmly to garry out the ; personal responsibility, and this rule is so general 


that it admits of no exceptions. There are, how- 
ever, different degrees of criminality associated 


with our thoughts. If they arise spontaneously | 


and repressed, their demoralizing influence is di- 
minished, and their criminality is lessened. 
if we place ourselves in circumstances which na- 

turally excite them, or if when they arise they are 

entertained and indulged, the wickedness is mani- 

fest, and is without extenuation. No one should 

flatter himself that his evil thoughts are excusable, 

because they come nnsolicited and are not control- 

able; for in most instances they do not come un- 

invited, and they may be controlled. Thus, if the 

occasions of them are carefully avoided, if the mind 

is habituated to holy meditation, if vigilance is ex- 
ercised, and if prompt and determined resistance 

is made to them, their visits will be seldom, and 

they will not lodge inthe mind. This, itis true, 
is a difficult part of duty, much more difficult than 
securing external conformity to the law of God, 
yet it is within the scope of that ability which is 
imparted to the believer. Through Christ strength- 
ening him, he can do all things; and if he be har- 
rassed by unhallowed thoughts, it is because he 
has not sought and obtained the grace so freely 
offered for his sanctification. If he will not strive, 
he cannot expect to conquer, but if he contends 
earnestly in the strength of Christ, he will find at 
each attempt, increasing facility in controlling and 
regulating the most subtle motions of his mind. 
This principle being settled, we are enabled to an- 
swer the second part of the inquiry. Toa very 
great extent, if not entirely, we are accountable for 
our thoughts in sleep. This opinion may seem 
startling, but it is not entertained without reason. 
Whether ourcorrupt minds act with or without the 
aid of our corporeal faculties, it is the same sinful 
mind.in the very possession of which we are crim- 
inal, and for all the acts of which we are account- 
able. Besides the operations of the mind during 
sleep, partake very-much of the same character of 
those in our waking hours. If the heart is filled 
with the love of God, and the mind is occupied in 
holy meditations, during the day, the same heart 
and mind will in all probability be similarly occu- 
pied during the repose of the body. But if we 
are filled with vain thoughts when awake, vain 
dreams will likely follow in the train. If anger, 
profanity, falsehood, fraud, or uncleanness, should 
in imagination be perpetrated by us in our dreams, 
we may trace it to some special defect in the holy 
principles which would keep us entirely free from 
these sins when awake. If we had completely 
brought ourselves into subjection to the law of 
Christ in these respects, it is not likely that we 
should so act under any circumstances. A state 
of sleep does not alter our character, neither does 
it temporarily remove our responsibility ; how then 
can we flatter ourselves that we are not moral 
agents when under its influence? Difficulties we 
are aware may be suggested to this view of the 
subject, and yet we are disposed to believe that it 
is substantially correct. 

PresRyYTeRIES aND Synops.—The Presbytery 
of Madison Las sustained the Assembly by a vote 
of 16 to 5; the Presbytery of Vincennes by a vote 
of 12 to 4; the Presbytery of Ebenezer by a vote 
of 16 to4; and10to9. The Presbytery of Loui- 
siana has also approved; the state of the vote not 
yet known. The Synods of Indiana and Missis- 
sippi have also sustained the Assembly. 

The Presbytery of West Tennessee have dis- 
approved. 


Oneipa Instirute Acain.—Mr. West, late 
Professor in this Institute, whose statement was 
repelled by the Board of Trustees, has appeared 
in his own defence in the New York Observer, and 
furnishes evidence of the truth of his original 
statement, Without entering deeply into the 
controversy, we think he has made out a strong 
case. | 

INsTALLATION.—On Thursday, the 23d of No- 
vember, the Rev. David Hull was installed, by the 
Presbytery of Newton, as Pastor of the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Amwell, New Jersey. In 
this service the Rev. John McNair, of Musconet- 
cong, presided, and preached the sermon, from 
Luke viii. 16—18. The Rev. David X. Junkin, 
of Greenwich, New Jersey, delivered the charge 
to the pastor; and the Rev. James M. Olmstead, 
of Flemington, New Jersey, delivered the charge 
to the people. 7 

By the same Presbytery, on the 16th of Novem- 
ber, the Rev. John McNair was installed Pastor of 
the Presbyterian Church of Musconetcong Valley. 
Rev. Jacob Kirkpatrick preached the sermon, Rev. 
William B. Sloan presided, and the Rev. Joseph 
Campbell, D. D. gave the charges to pastor and 
people. This is a new church, and ina very 
flourishing condition. 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Confessions of a French Catholic Priest ; to which are 
added Warnings to the people of the United States, 
by the same author. Edited by Samuel F. B. 
Morse, A. M., Professor in the University of New 

York, New York, John S. Taylor, 1837, 
12mo., pp. 255. 


This book bears the marks of an authentic pro- 
duction, and we are assured by the Editor that it 
is really from the pen of one who was until recent- 
ly a French Catholic Priest. It describes the 
feelings of one who appears to have been sincere 
in his profession, and who was eventually driven 
from Popery by a personal observation of its cor- 
ruptions. ‘These corruptions are such as might 
have been expected from the system, and such as 
no doubt actually exist. Auricular Confession 
and the Celibacy of the Clergy, are two features 
in popery which cannot be maintained, but at the 
expense of moral purity. The history of the papal 
Church in all ages and countries affords ample 
proof of this, and true religion so far from suffer- 
ing by the disclosure of the fact, is really benefit- 
ted by every successful attempt to detect its coun- 
terfeits. Popery is a counterfeit, and in these 
Confessions we have an inside view of its charac- 
ter. We are disposed to regard this book with 
more favour than we ever extended to other recent 
publications on the same subject. 


An Essay on the Interpretation of Romans, chapter 
vit. 14—25. Witha general survey of chapters 
ttt, tv, V, vt, vit, and viii. Followed by a Brief 
Commentary, in which the Principles of the Essay 
are applied. By H. Mandeville, 4. M., Pastor 
of the Protestant Reformed Dutch Church tn 
Utica. Utica, 1837; Bennet & Bright, 12mo., 
pp. 208. | 
We have been prevented from giving this book 
a careful perusal, without which we would not 
venture an opinion on its merits. In the mean 
time, however, we feel bound to announce the pub- 
lication. 


from our evil hearts, and are instantly resisted | 
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FIRST MEETING OF THE BOARD OF FOREIGN 
MISSIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


Our readers are doubtless aware, that at the last 
meeting of the General Assembly of the Presbyte- 
rian Church, a Board of Foreign Missions was ap- 
inted, which was directed to convene in the city 
of Baltimore on the 3lst of October. That Board 
accordingly met in the First Presbyterian Church, 
and was duly constituted with prayer—the venera- | 
ble Dr. Green having been appointed Chairman. 
The following members were present, viz. 


The Rev. Jacob Green, Bedford, New-York. 
William W. Phillips, D. D. do. 
«© Gardiner Spring, D. D. do. 
« John M. Krebs, do. 


D. Smith, do. 

Nich’s. Murray, Elizabethtown, N. J. 
“ Samuel Miller, D. D. Princeton, N. J. 
John Breckinridge, D. D. do. 

Ashbel Green, D. D. Philadelphia. 
‘6 Cornelius C. Cuyler, D. D. do. 
«James L. Dinwiddie, do. 
Henry A. Boardman, do. 
“Robert J. Breckinridge, Baltimore. 
‘* George W. Musgrave, do. 
“ John C. Backus, i do. 
“© William McPheeters, D. D. N. Carolina. 

Mr. James Lenox, New York. 
Samuel Boyd, do. 


‘© Hugh Auchincloss, do. 
“ James Paton, do. 
| “& Matthew Newkirk, Philadelphia. 
‘© Alexander Symington, do. 
George Morris, Baltimore. 


“ William McDonald, do. 
“© James Fitzgerald, | Virginia. 

The sessions of the Board were continued until 
the evening of November Ist. 

The proceedings will be published in a pamphlet 
form, accompanied, we are glad to learn, by a his- 
torical sketch of Foreign Missionary efforts by our 
Church, from the pen of the Rev. Dr. Green. Re- 
ferring those of our readers, who may wish to see 
the proceedings at large, to this document, we 
shall only give a brief notice of the more important 
measures which were adopted. 

1. The transfer of the Presbyterian Foreign 
Misstonary Society to the Board of the General As- 
sembly.—The Synod of Pittsburg, and the Synod of 
Philadelphia, had with great cordiality, authorised 
this change to be made by their Directors of that 
society, should it be deemed expedient. It was ac- 
cordingly, with all its missions and funds, made 
over to the Board of Foreign Missions of the Gene- 
ral Assembly. The Corresponding Secretary of 
that Society submitted, agreeably to the request of 
the Board, a summary statement of its affairs; from 
which it appeared that forty-five missionaries were 
In connexion with the Society, chiefly labouring 
among the heathen, though the statement included 
eight now on the way to their fields of labour; 
three expecting daily to embark ; seven detained 
for the present, owing to the want of funds; and 
two in this country for other causes. Of this num- 
ber, eleven are ordained ministers, one of whom is 
a physician and another a printer: five are teach- 
ers who have finished the usual course of college 
studies; one is a printer and book-binder; and 
twenty are females. The Society had under its 
care three printing presses, one high school, two 
smal] boarding-schools, and several common schools. 
The efforts of its missionaries have been en- 
couraged by a number of hopeful conversions, 
there being twelve native members of the Church 
among the Wea Indians, and three persons of a 
similar character, besides some inquirers, men- 
tioned in recent letters from India. The receipts 
during the year ending October 15th, were 
%40,2 and the balance in hand at the same 
date was $5784, which would be wanted for the 
China mission. It was stated that a large increase 
of funds beyond the receipts of the past year would 
be needed, to sustain existing missions, and to 
meet the expenses of efforts, which are contem- 
plated during the ensuing [present] year. 

Those who have watched the progress of that 
Society from its formation, cannot but recognize 
the favour of the great Head of the Church in pros- 
pering its interests. It has had ample cause for 
gratitude on account of the direct usefulness that 
has already been accomplished by its labours, and 
still more, perhaps, on account of the system of 
efforts, now fairly commenced, which give fair pro- 
mise of conveying the most important blessings to 
extensive regions of the heathen world. It is also 
a source of unfeigned satisfaction that it has proved 
the means and the occasion of strengthening and 
extending throughout our Presbyterian Zion, the 
conviction, that as a Church we are debtors to the 
heathen: the events of its past history have, no 
doubt, contributed largely to the present general 
ecclesiastical action of the Church in behalf of Fo- 
reign missions ; and now that, free from debt and 
all embarrassment, it has been taken under the 
patronage and direction of the highest judicatory of 
our Church, our hope and prayer to God is, that 
the streams of sympathy and benevolence may flow 
towards the poor heathen, more broad, and deep, 
and pure, from the midst of all our churches, until 
the time shall come when all nations shall possess, 
and joyfully appreciate our excellent system of 
faith, and shall with us “worship God in the 
spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, having no conti- 
dence in the flesh.” 

At this meeting of the Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions resolutions were read, which had been passed 
by the Synod of North Carolina,and by the Synod 
of Virginia; from which it seems probable that 
the Central Board of Foreign Missions will also be 
transferred, at the end of the present year, to the 
General Assembly’s Foreign Board; and it is con- 
sidered probable, also, that the Southern Board of 
Foreign Missions will eventually be transferred in 
like manner. 

2. The Board determined, with entire unanimi- 
ty, that the seat of its Executive operations should 
be established in the city of New York. 

3. The following gentlemen were elected Off- 
cers of the Board, viz. 

The Rev. Samuel Miller, D. D. President. 

Gen. William McDonald, Vice President. 

The Rev. W. W. Phillips, D. D.7 
Jos. McElroy, D. D. 

George Potts, 

Edward D. Smith, 
Mr. James Lenox, 
Moses Allen, 
‘Henry Rankin, and 
Hugh Auchincloss. _ 
Mr. Walter Lowrie, Corresponding Secretary. 

‘“ James Paton, Treasurer. 

4. The Executive Committee were authorized 
to appoint an Assistant Secretary, and a General 
Agent. 

5. It was determined that the Missionary Chroni- 
cle, as the official organ of the Board of Foreign 
Missions, should be enlarged, and the Executive 
Committee were directed to take suitable measures 
for extending its circulation. Directions were 
given as to various other matters, among which we 
observe that persons, who had been constituted 
Life Directors or Life Members under the Presby- 
terian F. M. Society, are to be considered such 
under this Board; and that one hundred dollars 
paid at one time shall constitute a Life Director, 
and thirty dollars a Life Member, under the new 
Board. _ 
The following resolutions were passed— 
Resolved, That this Board record their grateful 
acknowledgments to the Great Head of the Church 
for having permitted them to witness the consum- 
mation of the desire, so long devoutly cherished by 
them, of seeing the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church in these United States, in her dis- 
tinctive organization, engage in the work of send- 
ing the Gospel to the heathen. ns 

Resolved, That we regard the present crisis in 
the affairs of our Church, as well as the wide fields 
for missionary labour now open before us im the 
providence of,God, as imposing peculiar obliga- 
tions on all the friends of the Redeemer in connex- 
ion with us, who desire to preserve his truth, and 
to maintain the order of his house, to unite their 
exertions for the advancement of his cause and the 
establishment of his kingdom in the world. 
Resolved, That we respectfully but earnestly in- 
vite those Synods, Presbyteries, and churches, un- 
der the care of the General Assembly which are 
friendly to this Board, to co-operate with us as 


Executive 
Committee 


be 


auxiliaries, or in such other ways as they may deem 


most expedient, but in humble reliance on divine 
grace with fervent and persevering prayer, in 
carrying into effect the great design of our organi- 


zation. 


rian Church, friendly to the operations of this 
Board, be respectfully requested to bring the sub- 
ject of Foreign Missions before their respective 
churches, in any manner they may deem best, on 
the first Sabbath in January, 1838. 


pe Seige Church in Philadelphia, on the Tues- 
jday a 

o’clock, P. M. The Rev. Dr. Miller was appointed 
to preach the sermon at the next meeting of the 


of sense than intellect, it has, with characteristic | 


Resolved, That all the pastors in the Presbyte- 


The Board adjourned to meet in the Second 
er the third Thursday in May next, at 3 


Board, and the Rev. Dr. Spring, was elected alter- 
nate to Dr. Miller. 

We have thus presented to our readers a sketch 
of the proceedings at the first meeting of the Board 
of Foreign Missions of the General Assembly. The 
meeting was one which will long be remembered 
with great interest by those who were present. It 
was delightful to witness the assembling together 
of Fathers and Brethren, as the appointed Repre- 
sentatives of our beloved Church, to promote a 
great and long neglected object, the conversion of 
the world to the Redeemer ; and it was refreshing 
to see the harmony, and the serious devotional 
feeling which characterized their proceedings. 
The cause, the occasion, and the feelings of the 
members alike invested this meeting of the Fo- 
reign Board with a solemn and peculiar interest, 
which, we trust, augured well for the success of 
its future efforts to promote the cause of Christ 
among heathen and anti-christian nations. We 
would not forget, however, that our hope and our 
help must still be in God alone. It is his cause 
which we are endeavouring to promote ; to which 
our best exertions as individual Christians and as 
a Church should be sacredly consecrated, yet “it 
is not by might nor by power,” but by his Spirit 
that his great cause can be made to prosper. 


For the Presbyterian. 
LETTERS 


To a Protestant Lady, whose daughter is con- 
nected with a Roman Catholic Seminary. 


Letter III. 


Dear Madam—I closed my last letter with the 
observation that it is not the influence of the 
teachers only in Roman Catholic Seminaries, 
which is adapted to enlist the sympathies of their 
Protestant pupils in behalf of that system of error. 
I alluded, in this remark, to the attachments which 
are so often formed at these institutions between 
Protestant and Roman Catholic youth, and the 
social intercourse to which it leads in after life. 
Here you are ready, I fancy, again to exclaim 
against my bigotry, and to ask me whether I 
would exclude Roman Catholics from society, and 
have them branded as pests and outlaws. By no 
means, They have the same claim to the protec- 
tion of the laws which we have, and far distant be 
the day when we shall treat them as they have 
often treated Protestants, that is, deprive them of 
their civil rights, and subject them to the cruel al- 
ternative of renouncing their religion or dying at 
the stake. Nor would I deny them a single social 
privilege. I am well aware that there are many 
among the laity of that Church, who are fitted to 
shine in any circle, and whose virtues would adorn 
any society. Still their system of religion is radi- 
cally opposed to all that we cherish as patriots, and 
all that we revere as Christians. Its history is 
written in the blood of the martyrs. Ignorance, 
extortion, tyranny, and death, have attended its 
triuinphs, and perpetuated its delusions. And since 
it claims to be unchangeable in its character, I 
cannot think that we are in the way of our duty 
either as Protestants or as Americans, by doing any 
thing to promote its diffusion in our country. But 
leaving this general view of the subject, for the 
point more immediately under consideration, allow 
me to inquire whether we are under any special 
obligation to encourage social intimacies between 
our families and those of Roman Catholics? Do 
you not consider the society of Protestants as on 
the whole the safest and most suitable for your 
children? And is not the danger that their minds 
may become tinctured with the errors of Popery, 
increased, in proportion as you enlarge the circle 
of their Roman Catholic acquaintances, and favour 
a familiar intercourse with them? To these ques- 
tions you can give, [ am sure, but one reply. But 
how am I to reconcile this reply with the course 
you are pursuing in the education of your daugh- 
ter? For nothing, it is manifest, could be better 
adapted to throw her in the midst of such society 
as you would deprecate for her, and to familiarize 
her to the peculiarities of Romanism, than the 
placing her at a Popish Seminary. 

To all this you will perhaps reply only by a 
smile at my weakness in supposing it possible that 
your daughter should ever become a convert to 
Romanism. Well, I frankly confess to you that 
such an event appears no way incredible to me, 
and it would afford me no little satisfaction to be 
able to excite your apprehensions on the subject 
also. You do not, I think, sufficiently consider that 
Popery is the religion of human nature in its cor- 
rupt, unrenewed state. Whatever may be al- 
leged to the contrary by its advocates, it really 
discards some of the fundamental doctrines of the 
Gospel, and reduces the infinitely momentous con- 
cern of a man’s salvation to a matter of bargain 
and sale between himself and his priest. It sup- 
presses those features of the Scripture plan of Re- 
demption which are the most offensive to the 
unsanctified’ heart, and commends itself to the 
unwary by the specious and flattering dogma that 
they may attain to eternal life by the merit of their 
own works. How well adapted such a system is 
to win the suffrages of the thoughtless and profane, 
you can easily determine. 


was not converted by any direct proselyting efforts 
on the part of her teachers, but by those incidental 
influences which are so interwoven with the sys- 
tem that every child who is placed under it is ne- 
cessarily exposed to their full power. It is not 
the mode of operating but the result, with which 
we are concerned, And, for 
painful alternative were forced upon me, Jethink I 
shou!d prefer having a child converted to Roman- 
ism by a straight forward, manly, argumentative 
assault, than by a smooth, insinuating 
kind treatment, which should subvertethe head 
only by first capturing (and that by stratagem) the 
heart. 


my own part, if the 


process of 


Reserving the consideration of some other topics 


for another letter, and trusting meanwhile that a 
kind Providence may shield your youthful daughter 
from the snares which beset her, I remain, Madam, 
very truly yours, 


A Protestant Pasror. 


For the Presbyterian. 
BE ZEALOUS. 


Be zealous, therefore, and repent, 

To lukewarm souls this word is sent, 
Take heed, or taste his rod. 

He will rebuke and chasten thee, 

O then beware, to duty flee, 
Obey the word of God. 


Christians be clad with holy zeal, 
And think, and speak, and act, and feel. 
As servants of the Lord. 
Let Christians and professors too 
Religion now with zeal pursue, 
Attend the holy word. 


If right to cherish and display 
A zeal] for things that must decay, 
O why not then for heaven! 
Which is the great concern of thine, 
Then be not careless nor supine, 
But use the means that’s given. 


How zealous in your country’s cause 
How eager for the world’s applause, 
You will all hazards run. 
And zealously devote yourself 
To gain a little earthly pelf, 
There's nothing left undone. 


But where is your religious zeal ? 
To dying mortals I appeal, 
Where is your zea] for God! 
With zeal for souls was Jesus clad, 
He wept, and prayed, and oft was sad, 
And then he shed his blood. 


O how momentous the concern 

Important ’tis with zeal to burn 
For truth and holiness. 

Indulge not then in listless sloth, 

In zeal for self and neighbour both 
There can be no excess. 


Love God with all your heart and sou! 

And mind, and strength, give him the whole, 
Press to obtain the prize. 

With zea] walk in the heavenly path, 

Be zealous to escape the wrath, 
The worm that never dies. 


Pray God for an enlightened zeal, 
Remove the scales, his Son reveal, 
And grant that heavenly light, 
A zeal of knowledge from thy word, 
Create O Lord, and shed abroad, 
A zeal that’s true and right. 


Be zealous then my Christian friends, 
On you be sure there much depends, 
Be zealous of good works. | 
_ And may the Spirit you inspire, 
Revive and kindle holy fire, 
Destroy al] sin that lurks. 


And ye who Christian zeal do hate, 
Take warning ere it be too late, 
Escape the wrath to come. 
If righteous men with all their zeal 
Be scarcely saved. How will you feel? 
And what must be your doom? 


Dear Jesus shed a crimson flood, 

His sweat was as great drops of blood, 
When he the wine press trod. 

And it is finished then he cried, 

And oh! he bowed his head and died ! 
To bring us home to God. 


Lord let thine ardent love and zeal 
Make every heart and conscience feel, 
And fill us with thy love. 
Send down thy Spirit from on high, 
To quicken and to sanctify, 
Fit us to dwell above. 
By a Lapy. 


For the Presbyterian. 


FIRE SIDE INSTRUCTION. 


The welfare ef the Church and country depends, 
in a pre-eminent degree, on the thorough instruc- 
tion of the young in the principles of religion. Ne- 
glect this, and nothing but trouble awaits us; the 
thick clouds of desolation will hang over our beloved 
Church and country, ready ere iong to discharge 
a shower that will blast our fondest hopes. Good 
government in Church or State cannot exist with- 
out proper intelligence in the people to give it 
life and stability : without this, the young cannot 
become intelligent and consistent members of the 
visible Church, and of the community, and effemi- 
nacy and vice will reign over the noblest faculties 
with which God has endowed his creature, man. 

It might be possible without reflection, to con- 
clude that there could be nothing to fear respect- 


Nor is this all. Not only is the system itseif 
suited to our depraved affections, but its appeals 
are vigorously enforced by the splendour of its, 
ceremonies and the pomp of its worship. It is a! 
religion for the senses as well as for the passions; | 
and since mankind in general are creatures rather | 
sagacity, addressed itself in every age rather to 
the eyes and ears, and imaginations of men than to 
their reason and conscience. Accordingly it de- 
lights in the solemn majesty of lofty cathedrals, in 
costly paintings and sculpture, in showy vestments 
and glittering equipages, in fine music and grave | 
processions, and in festivals and holy days with . 
their costly ceremonials. And it is by arguments | 
like these that it is gathering into its bosom many , 
weak minded Protestants, and seeking to gather | 
in especially our ingenuous and unguarded youth. 

Hence it is, Madam, that I venture to express my | 
conviction that even your amiable daughter is not 

beyond the reach of danger. For, although she 

may not statedly attend a Roman Catholic Church, 

she can hardly live in a Roman Catholic family, | 
and grow up in habits of intimacy with a circle of | 
young companions belonging to that sect, without | 
being, too frequently for her safety, a spectator of 
the alluring and impressive exhibitions of which I 
have been speaking. 

There is one other important consideration which 
may convince you that my apprehensions are not 
altogether groundless, It is difficult to resist the 
testimony of facts; and it is a well attested fact, 
that a considerable number of Protestant young 
ladies in our country, have, within a few years, been 
converted to Popery while attending Roman Catho- 
lic Seminaries. . Several cases of this kind have 
been mentioned to me with all their details—one 
since I commenced this series of letters, of the 
daughter of a distinguished family in one of the 
Southern Atlantic states, who was sent to a Semi- 
nary with which you are well acquainted, to re- 
ceive her education, and who, to the chagrin and | 
sorrow of her friends, returned home a decided 
Papist. In the school here alluded to (if I am 
rightly informed,) and in each of the others speci- 
fied, the same pledge was given by the teachers 
as by those of the Institution to which your daugh- 
ter belongs, that “they would not in any manner 
interfere with the religious sentiments of their 
Protestant pupils.” Nor am I aware that this 
ledge was in either of the instances cited, vio- 
ated in any other way than that which J have at- 
tempted to show was inseparable from the arrange- 
ment, and could not be precluded by any stipula- 
tion or compact whatever. It is small consolation, 
however, to a parent to be told, after his daughter 
has come home to him a Roman Catholic, that she 


ing this, in this happy country, where schools are 
so abundant, and the mass of the people possessed 
of so much general knowledge; but many have 
been made sorrowful by the discovery, that as the 
flight of time carries us rapidly away trom the pe- 
riod when our noble and venerated ancestors lived, 
it seems to be obliterat:ng from the minds of their 
descendants, the good impressions which they so 
faithfully made. 


Without wishing to say a word against schools, : 


I am constrained, by comparing the past with the 
present, to believe that in some important respects 
there was more sound and faithful instruction at 
that time, when the public advantages for acquiring 
an education were not very great, than there is 
now, when there is scarcely a spot in our country 
where a school may not be found, and a trifling 
sum of money will pay the expenses of an ordinary 
education. 

If what I have said be true, I do not apprehend 
much difficulty in getting at the cause, which I 
think will be found to be the want of domestic in- 
struction. In by-gone days the family would stated- 
ly be assembled, and by faithful parental instruc- 
tion, the seeds of piety and patriotism were sown, 
which, in due time, by the blessing of God, sprang 
up and bore fruit to his glory and honour. But 
now we see little or nothing of this. The parents 
and guardians of children, seem to have forgotten 
that God will hold them responsible for their duty 
in this respect, and suffer those under their charge 
to go without instruction, or turn them over to 
others, who perhaps may feel no particular respon- 
sibility resting on them to discharge their duty 
faithfully, and seem to take it for granted that 
when the period allotted to instruction has passed, 
their children know all that is required to render 
them fit to fill responsible offices, as a matter of 
course. 

Domestic instruction in religion, is better than 
any thing else, calculated to cement the union be- 
‘tween members of a family. It throws around the 
| family circle an hallowed charm that nothing can 

break. It will cause the remembrance of cbild- 
hood, and fire side scenes to be among the most sa- 
cred and cherished. | 

In inquiring into the causes of this declension 
in the way of duty, it may not be amiss to inquire 
what the influence of Sabbath schools has been in 
this tespect. Sunday school instruction has done 
much toward preparing the young for the duties of 
life, and no one should say any thing against this 
institution without pausing to reflect on what it 
has done, and is destined to do, in raising the visi- 
ble Church to her glory. If Sunday schools have 
had bad influence in this respect, it can only be be- 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


they have’ not been confined to what I sup- 

ose to: be,,their line. of operation, viz. 

fo gather jn euch children ag are suffered to grow 

Hy a moral or mental culture, by parents 

&re not qualified to instruct them; but not to 

Ve any particular effort to take under their 

rge the children of intelligent church mem- 

I should think it ought,to be in the proper line 

of discipline, to take pipet all church members 

that are qualified to instruct their children at. 

mcr who throw the whole burden on the ~~ 
ac 


PRESBYTERY OF VINCENNES. | 


- The following resolutions were adopted by the 
incennes, at their sessions at 
tober 9, 1837; each article was 


acts of the last General Assembly, in abrogating 
the Plan of Union of 1801.— Yeas, 12— 

2. In declaring that the Synods of Utica, Geneva, 
Genesee, and the Western Reserve, are not an in- 
tegral portion of the Presbyterian Church.— Yeas, 


4. 

3. In recommending that the American Home 
Missionary Society, and the American Education 
Society, should cease to operate within any of our 
churches.”— Yeas, 9— Nays, 3—Non liquet, 3. 

From the Western Presbyterian Herald. 
PRESBYTERY OF EBENEZER. 

This body, at its late meeting, Resolved, Ist, 
That the abrogation of the plan of union was called 
for alike by a proper regard to the sancity of the 


Visibie. 

| No shooting stars were observed until] five min- 
utes past‘one o'clock, when they began to appear 
at considerable intervals, emanating as usual from 
the head of seo, which constellation was then as- 
cending the eastern sky. The meteors gradually 
increased in number and brightness until day-light. 
Nearly all, as they darted forth, left visible traces 
of their paths. Some of these were brilliant, and 
all must have had a high degree of brightness to 
have overcome so'strong a moonlight. Indeed, in 
such a state of the sky, it is raré on common even- 
ings to see shooting stars at all. These traces 
were in most cases to be regarded, not as trains, 
arising from the deposit of luminous matter, but as 
mere lines of light, owing to the velocity of the 
meteors, which was so great that a continued im- 
pression was left on the eye, like that of a stick ig- 
nited at the end and whirled inthe air. Trains 
remaining after the extinction of the meteors, 
(which made a conspicuous figure in the meteoric 
shower of 1833,) are rarely luminous enough to be 
visible in full moon light. Only two were observ- 
ed on the present occcasion. —_ 

The whole number counted during the night 
was 226. Of these, all but 10 or 12 either radiated 
from a point in the head of Leo, or moved in lines 
' which, if continued, would have passed that point. 
|The position of the radiant was at first near the 
Lion’s eye, (at the star Mu Leonis) but afterwards 
moved southward and eastward a little, and soon 
after 3o0’clock became stationary, near Epsilon Le- 
onis, (right ascension 146 deg., declination 24 deg. 
30) within halfa degree of its position in 1836. 

he maximum, or period of greatest frequency, 
, has usually occurred about 4 o'clock; but on the 
| present occasion, after 3 o’clock the numbers rapid- 
ly increased and remained nearly uniform for the 


constitution and the peace and purity of the Pres- | next three hours, averaging nearly one per minute. 


byterian church. Yeas 16— Nays 4. Non-liquet 2. 

2d. Resolved, That the declaration of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, that the Synod of the Western Re- 
serve was out of connexion, followed as a necessary 
consequence of the abrogation of the plan of union, 
and is approved by Presbytery. Yeas 10—Nays 9. 
Non-liquet 1. 

Resolutions referring to other proceedings of the 
General Assembly, were deferred for want of time, 
to the next meeting; and protests were made 
against the adoption of the two resolutions afore- 
said, If all the ministers of the Presbytery had 
been -present, and all the churches been repre- 
sented by ruling elders, it is believed that the 
majorities would have been increased by a few 
additional votes. Moreover, to prevent miscon- 
ception abroad, it is just and proper to add, that 
a large majority, both of ministers and ruling el- 
ders of this Presbytery, adhere to the doctrines of 
the Confession of Faith, in their plain and preva- 
lent acceptation. A. Topp. 

| 


SYNUD OF INDIANA. 


1. Resolved, That this Synod approve of the ab- 
tion, by the General Assembly, of the plan of 

union of 1801, with the General Association of 
Connecticut, on the ground of its unconstitution- 
ality, and tendency to corrupt our doctrine and dis- 
cipline. The first part was adopted Ayes 45— 
Nays 29—the latter Ayes 42—Nays 32. 
_ 2. Resolved, That the Synod approve of the 
declaration of the Assembly, in relation to the Sy- 
nods of Western Reserve, Utica, Geneva, and 
Genesee, as being out of the ecclesiastical connex- 
ion of the Presbyterian church, by the abrogation 
of the plan of union. Ayes 38—Nays 25. : 

3. Resolved, That this Synod approve of the de- 
cision of the Assembly in relation to the operations 
of the American Home Missionary Society, and 
the American Education Society, and their 
branches, in the Presbyterian church, as being 
unfriendly to the peace and purity of the said 
church. The consideration of this was deferred 
until the next meeting of Synod. 


FIVE NEGATIVES. 


It is known that two negatives in English are | 


equivalent to an affirmative. They destroy each 
other. But it is not so in Greek. They strength- 
en the negation; and a third negative makes it 
stronger still, and so a fourth anda fifth. How 
strong five negatives must make a negation! But 
do five ever occur? Whether they ever occur in 
the Greek classics I donot know; but in the Greek 
of the New Testament there is an instance of the 
kind. And what is that?- Are the five negatives 
used to strengthen any threatening ? No; they are 
connected with a promise, one of the “ exceeding 
great and precious promises,” which are given 
unto us. The case occurs in Heb. xiii. 5, “ for He 
hath said, [ wil] never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”’ 
There five negatives are employed. We translate 
but two of them; but there they all are, as any 
one may sce who looks into his Greek Testament. 
Now they need not all have been there. They are 
not all necessary to express the simple idea that 
God will never forsake his people. There must 
have been design in multiplying negatives so. I 
do not believe the phraseology was accidental, and 
I think it not difficult to guess the design. God 
meant to be believed in that thing. He would se- 
cure the confidence of his children in that particu- 
lar. He knew how prone they were to doubt his 
constancy—how strongly inclined to that form of 
unbelief—and how liable to be harassed by the 
dread of being forsaken by him; and he would 
therefore make assurance more than doubly sure. 
So, instead of saying simply, “Iwill not leave 
thee,” which alone would have been enough, he 
adds, “nor forsake thee ;” and instead of leaving it 
thus “I will not leave thee, I will not forsake thee,” 
he uses language equivalent to the following: “I 
wili not, I will not leave thee—I will never, never, 
never forsake thee.” There is a stanza, which 
very faithfully, as well as beautifully expresses it— 


* The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose, 

I will not, I will not desert to his foes ; ser 

That soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake, 
Dll never —no never—no never forsake !” 


How in earnest God appears to be in this mat- 
ter! How unworthy it is in his children, after 
such an assurance as this, to suspect, that he will 
forsake them! He cannot. It is impossible for 
God to lie. Here one who was never known to 
break his word, assures his people, each of them 
individually, and five times over in a single sen- 
tence, of his continued presenée with them. Under 
similar circumstances, what man of reputed vera- 
city would be discredited? and shall not the God 
of truth be believed in a like case 1— Nevins. 


The annexed article, which we copy from the 
New Haven Herald, bears the initial of Professor 
Olmstead, who has devoted much attention to the | 
phenomeua in question. 


METEORIC SILOWER OF NOVEMBER, 1837. 


The fact of an occurrence of an extraordinary 
exhibition of meteors or shooting stars, on the 
gorning of the 13th of November, every year for 
six years past, afforded a sufficient reason, inde- 

ndently of every theoretical consideration, for 
watching the heavens attentively, on the night of 
the recent anniversary. The result has justified 
our anticipations; and we are able to say that the 
aznzual meteoric shower of November has been re- 
peated the present year. The scale, indeed, was 
vastly inferior to those of some other years, but still 
the phenomenon was marked by such distinctive 
peeuliarities with respect to the number, origin, 
directions, and trains of the meteors, as to leave no 
doubt of its identity with them. 

In order that every part of the firmament might 
receive its due share of attention, the four quarters 
of the heavens were parcelled out among eight 
persons, two to each quarter, one to observe, and 
one to record. 

The early part of the evening of the 12th, af- 
forded some signals of promise. A copious rain 
which fell on the previous night, attended by an 
easterly wind, had given place to a serene sky, 
with the wind at the west; from the setting sun 


vapour; and, before 6 o'clock, an auroral pillar, of 
a crimson hue, presented itself in the northwest; 
but before 7 o’clock, every unusual appearance had 
vanished, and left an unclouded sky. 

‘The full moon, however, shone with so strong a 


The various meteorological instruments were 
attentively inspected during the night, but nothing 
remarkable was observed. The Zodiacal Light 
was, until Jost in the light of the moon, very con- 
spicuous in the morning sky. On the 8th, when 
the last seen, just before the morning dawn, it pre- 
sented a broad pyramid, faintly luminous, having 
its vortex a little below Regulus. Up to the 29th 
of October, the last time when, on account of the 
moon, observations on it could be made in the west 
after sunset, no trace of it could be seen. Will it 
in a few days withdraw itself from the east and 
rise rapidly in the evening sky towards the con- 
stellations Capricornus and Aquarius ? 

The spots on the sun, (which some have suppos- 
ed to have a connexion with the zodiacal light,) 
are very remarkable at present, and peculiarly de- 
serving the attention of astronomers. Yesterday 
(the 18th) eight distinct groups were visible on 
the sun’s disk, even to the smallest telescopes. 
These, with larger powers, could be resolved into 
more than sixty distinct spots. 

Yale College, Nov. 14. a 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


Pennsy!vania State Convention —The Convention 
for the amendment of the Constitution of Pennsylvania, 
assembled agreeably to adjournment, in the Musical 
Fund Hall, Philadelphia, on Tuesday morning last, 
28th ult. 

Colonization—The correspondent of the United 
States Gazette, at Baltimore, under date of November 
28, states that the brig Niobe, with about eighty emi- 
grants for Maryland, in Liberia, cleared out on Mon. 
day last from that port, and would probably sail in the 
course of a day or two. He adds—I have just returned 
from the wharf where they embarked, and it was truly 
a gratilying scene to see a body of coloured people 
about to leave these shores to return to the land of 
their fathers—and it is no doubt the commencement 
of an era when many, very many, will return to their 
original soil. I will state the fact that I alluded to 
sometime since, that the emigrant who returned to this 
country to get his remaining children, now goes to his 
adopted home with all his children, and he appears an 
intelligent man; his name is Alexander Hance, from 
‘Calvert county, Md., and he has always borne an ex- 
eellent character. 


The Alton Riot.—To the remarks which we made a 
few days since, on this painful subject, we wish now to 
add a few others, having reference more especially to 
the exciling causes of the riot. These are well known, 
and need not be repeated. It will be sufficient for our 
purpose to say, that the Abolitionists, with Mr. Lovejoy 
at their head, had apparently come to a fixed deter- 
mination to establish and maintain an Abolition press 
on the borders of Missouri, a slave-holding State. Ori- 
ginally, it was established within the state of Missouri 
(at St. Louis); but when its character was understood, 
a Mos interfered, and compelled its removal. It was 
then transferred to Alton, contrary to the expressed 
wishes of the inhabitants, but after some parleying, 
they waived their objections, on being led to believe 
that it was to be purely a religious paper, and not to 
meddle with Abolition. In this expectation, however, 


was destroyed by amob. A new press was then ob- 
tained, and shared the fate of the former. A third press 
was procured, and its melancholy history has been re. 


Editor, the Rev. Mr. Lovejoy, and also in that of one 
of the rioters; besides which some on both sides were 
wounded. It will be observed that although the first 
aggression was Committed in this instance by the mob, 
and the first two guns fired by them, yet the first blood 
was shed by the Abolitionists,—either because they 
were bettcr marksmen than their assailants, or, which 
is more probable, because they had a better chance to 
de execution. The accounts which identify the indi- 
vidual who killed Bishop, say it was Mr. Lovejoy. 
Had the persons within the building, (being in the up- 
per stories,) kept away from the windows, the mob 
might, for aught we see, have fired all night without 
endangering life. We think, therefore, that the firing 
of the gun which killed Mr. Bishop, was premature. 
The assailed should have waited either till the mob at- 
tempted to break into the building, or set it on fire, 
or were firing on the persons within, under cirgym- 
stances greatly endangering life. We are awar@@hat 
people situated as they were, cannot be expected to act 
with all the discretion and judgment which, under 
different circumstanccs, they would be able to com- 
mand. But in reviewing their conduct, it is proper to 
discriminate. Probably, if Bishop had not been killed, 
Lovejoy would not. It must certainly be an extreme 
case, Which would justify the use of deadly weapons; 
and it seems a little worse for a minister of the Gospel 
to use them, than for others. Mr. Lovejoy was quite 
asikie from the usual duties of his profession, when at- 
tempting, subsequently to the death of Bishop, to shoot 
the man who was climbing up the ladder with a view 
to fire the building. Yet this part of his conduct we 
are disposed to justify, i. c. if there was no other way 
to prevent the building from being set on fire. All we 
say about it is, that it was something very extraordi- 
nary in this age of the world, for a minister of the 
Gospel to le shot while attempting to shoot a fellow im- 
mortal. 

But what we designed more particularly to speak of 
when we began, was the pertinacity with which the 
Abolitionists pressed the measure which led to the riot. 
We admit that nothing which they did, or could do, 
would justify the riot, and of course that from be- 
ginning to end it was an outrage of the most flagrant 
character. It was both a breach of law and an inva- 
sion of right. On a former occasion, we expressed our 
views in regard to it more at length. We have 
no wish to abate any thing of the severity with which 
we then denounced the transaction. But at the same 
time we must say, that in spite of laws and rights, in 
spite of the sanctions of the Constitution, in spite (it 
may be) of the claims of justice and humanity, unlaw- 
ful resistance will always be liable to follow unyielding 
pertinacity in pressing measures of supposed reform, 
in opposition to a strong public sentiment. There is 
need of wisdom and moderation in the furtherance 
even of the most desirable reforms. ‘Time, place, and 
circumstances, must be consulted. ‘“ Expediency,” a 
much abused word and thing, must be restored to its 
proper place in men’s thoughts. ‘They must remember 
that they cannot exercise all their constitutional rights 
without coming into collision. A. has a constitutional 
right to walk the street; so has B. ‘They both have a 
constitutional right to walk in such part of the street, 
appropriated to foot passengers, as they please. But 
if one chooses to take just that part of the walk which 
the other does, and if both insist upon their preference, 
they will come into collision; and bloody noses or 
suinething worse, will probably be the consequence. 
A little forbearance and concession on both sides—a 
little waiving of their constitutional rights—would have 
obviated all the difficalty. So it is in matters of great 
concern. Men must be gentle in their feelings and 
conduct, if they would get along without trouble. They 


the prejudices, of others. We do not ask them to 
compromise principle, though we beg them to distin- 
guish between a steadfast adherence to principle, and 


light as almost to hide the stars, permitting none 
to be seen below the third maguitude; of course, 


a+ 


a stubborn self-will. Men of ardent temperament, 
when they have once committed themselves to a cause, 


they were disappointed; and after a while the press | 


cently told. Mob violence resulted in the death of the | 


must be mindful of the rights and feclings, and even. 


want to take the whole world along with them; and 
marvel that all will not come at once. Some of them 
have a leaven of pride too; a zeal to be reformers; and 
not unfrequently they attempt to imitate the course 
and manner of some successful reformer whom they 
have in their eye. In such cases they very commonly 
over act. Luther, for instance, could do many things 
which Thomas Thumb cannot; even though the latter 
should imagine himself a second Luther. We hope 
that the deplorable riots and mob-murders, of which 
we have had so many examples within a year or two 
past, in different parts of the country, will arouse the 
community to the adoption of the most efficient mea- 
sures for the prevention and punishment of such out- 
rages in future, and also impart a lesson to those who 
need it, of the indispensable necessity of prosecuting 
even unquestionably good enterprises, which bear upon 
public sentiment, with wisdom and moderation.— New 
York Jour. of Com. | 


West Chester Rail Road Company.— Mr. John 
Evans, a respectable citizen of the Northern Liberties, 
Philadelphia, lately recovered in the District Court, be- 
fore Judge Stroud, thirty-five hundred dollars damages, 
against the West Chester Rail Road Company, for an 
injury sustained by him while a passenger in the Com- 
pany’s car, on its route from West Chester to Phila- 
delphia, on the 8th of November, 1834, and which 
happened, as the plaintiffalleged, through the carcless- 
ness and unskilfulness of the defendant’s agent. Mr. 
Evans had the last finger on his left hand bruken and 
the tendons and ligaments drawn out from near the 
elbow. Several other passengers, who appeared as 
witnesses in this case, were much injured; but Mr. 
Evans was the only one who brought suit. 


A Small Family.—On Wednesday night six hun- 
dred and forty-seven persons slept in the Astor House, 
and by the bye, were not crowded. How many villa- 
ges are there in our country, that make eonsiderable 
show, that do not contain more than this number.—N. 
Y. Express. 

Capt. Gedney, U.S. Navy.—It will be observed that 
the Common Counci! have voted $1000 to be appropri- 
ated to some suitable tribute for this gallant officer, 
for the important discovery made hy him of anew 
and.deep channel leading from our harbour to the sea. 
—N. Y. Star. 

Bookbinding.— Bookbinders may be interested in the 
fact that, according to an English paper, an improve- 
ment, to supersede the use of stitching, has just been 
made in the art of bookbinding. Its alleged superiority 
consists in attaching the leaves to each other by means 
of a preparation of India rubber, in a liquid state, which, 
from the elasticity of the connecting substance, will 
allow the book to be opened much more freely and 
fully. 

A Wedding and a Funeral.—Rarely does it fall to 
our lot to record a more remarkable act of Providence, 
than that of which we are now called to speak. We 
yesterday announced the marriage of the sister of our 
friend Alderman Peters, at his own house, and this 
day we record the death of his estimable wife—a lady 
we Ma by all her acquaintances, for her domestic vir- 
tues, and other excellent qualities—an event, as we are 
informed, almost coincident with the marriage. She 
was in her accustomed health and spirits, during the 
morning, and, after the marriage ceremony, was en- 
gaged in putting up parcels of the wedding-cake for 
her friends. Feeling suddenly ill, she went to her bed, 
and as she rested her head on her pillow—expired! 
The coincidence is as touching as the bereavement 
will be deeply felt by her numerous family and friends. 
How sudden the transition! A cypress wreath for 
the wedding garland! The theme is one for the muse 
of Mrs. Sigourney.— New York Com. Adv. 


Steamboat Accident.—The St. Louis Bulletin, states 
that a letter from Major Taliaferro, U.S. Indian agent, 
datedthe 4th ult., brings the intelligence that the steam- 
boat Rolla had collapsed a boiler flue, near Pine river, 
below Rock Island, by which accident one of the fire- 
men had been blown overboard and lost, and the en- 
gineer slightly injured. 

The Rolla left St. Louis on the Ist, for St. Peters, 
having on board the whole of the Sioux delegation of 
Indians, consisting of about 30 persons, principally 
chiefs, on their return from their late visit to Wash- 
ington; but fortunately, as Major Taliaferro writes, 
nct one of the delegation was injured. 


Health of Natchez.—The vellow fever has entirely 
subsided at Natchez. The last report of the Sexton we 
have seen says that “ there were no deaths the day be- 
fore.” | 


Breach of Promise of Marriage.—Heavy Damages.— 
A case of the deepest interest, in which Louisa Wal- 
lace was plaintiff, and Doctor John Sappington deten- 
dant, engaged the Baltimore county court, during the 
greater part of last week. ‘The charge was tor a 
breach of promise of marriage. ‘The matter was sub- 
mitted to the jury on Saturday last, with instructions 
from the court to bring in a sealed verdict on Monday 
morning. Atthe opening of the court on Monday, a 
verdict was rendered by the jury of $5000 for the 
plaintiff. Messrs. Jenkins and Lee were the counsel 
for the plaintiff, and Johnson and McMahon, for the 
defendant. 


The Safety of the packet ship Susquehanna confirm. 
ed, and placed beyond doubt.—The packet ship Poca- 
hontas, West, from Liverpool, Oct. 10, on the 3d of 
November, in lat. 434, long. 51, spoke the packet ship 
Susquehanna, Cropper, thirteen days out from Phila- 
delphia, for Liverpool, all well. She was pursuing the 
even tenor of her way, ploughing the billows deep to- 
wards her destined port, her passengers unconscious 
of the commotion her reported fate had produced. 

From the Mobile papers of the 18th ult., we learn 
that the schooner Blooming Youth, commanded by 
Captain Mitchell, concerning whom so much has been 
said, in connexion with the supposed piracy of the 
Susquehanna, had arrived at that port the day previous 
from Key West, in charge of an officer of the U.S. 
revenue cutter Dexter. Lic had on board of the boat 
about a dozen men, six of whom he said were sailors, 
and the rest passengers. 


Indians.—F ive thousand Cherokee Indians were in 
the neighbourhood of Memphis, ‘Tennessee, on the 7th 
ult., shortly to set out for their new homes assigned 
them in the “ far west.” 


Furmers’ Bank of Virginia.—An official statement 
of the condition of the Farmers’ Bank of Virginia, 
made up to the Ist ult. shows that since the Ist of June 
last tae Bank has increased its specie $27,471 ; has di- 
minished its circulation and discounts $368,717, and 
has increased its resources by profits and additions 
to the contingent fund, $205,015. ‘The circulation on 
the lst November was 2,386,980 dollars, and the spe- 
cie on hand 440,143 dollars. 


North Western Indians.—By late information from 
Fort Leavenworth, we learn that the frontier peo- 
ple below the Osage River, have becn endeavouring to 
raise an excitement in that section of the State, by ex- 
pressing alarms against the Osage Indians, many of 
whom have come within the boundaries of the State 
with their wives and children, for the purpose of hunt- 
ing, and upon the strength of written permission given 
them by some of the white inhabitants residing in the 
State. Gen. Lucas left Independence immediately on 
receiving the rumour, with about 500 militia to oppose 
the aggressors. Col. Kearny, the commandent of Fort 
Leavenworth, fearing unnecessary difficulty, and be- 
lieving the motives of the Indians to be entirely paci- 
fic, immediately despatched Capt. Sumner with one 
hundred Dragoons, and a few days after fifty more, to 
drive the Indians without the boundary of the State for 
their hunting purposes, and to interpose his command, 
and keep separate the whites and the Indians. The 
circumstance of the Indians bringing thcir wives and 
children with them, is conclusive evidence that the 
did not anticipate danger or bloodshed, and though the 
whites had no authority to grant permission to the In- 
dians to hunt within the limits of the State, yet it is 
not to be supposed that the poor ignorant Indians knew 
that they were encroaching, when they had received 
permission from the whites. It is believed however 
now, that all difficulties have been settled; the Indians 
retreated to their own hunting lands, and the militia 
to their homes. ‘T'he detachment of Dragoons sent 
out under Capt. Sumner was expected at Fort Leaven- 
worth on the 10th or 12th ult.—St. Louis Bulletin. 

The Bank Convention—The Bank Convention in 
New York has been organized by the election of the 
Hon. Samuel Hubbard, of Boston, as President, and 


‘W. D. Lewis and H. M. Brent, Esqs., as Secretaries. 


They sit with closed doors. 


Emigration from Britain te America.—By the cus- 
tom house returns in Britain it appears that the num- 
ber of persons who emigrated to the British North 
American Colonies during the last year was 34,226, 
and to the U.S. of America during the same period, 
49,774, In the year 1834, the numbers were respec- 
tively 40,060 and 38,074, and in 1832, at which time 
emigration seemed to have reached its maximum, 
66,320 and 32,980. 


The Pennsylvania.—This magnificent specimen of 
Philadelphia science and skill left the Navy Yard, 
Philadelphia, on Wednesday last for Norfolk. _ 


Death of Senator Kent.—The Baltimore Chronicle of 
Saturday says: “It is with feelings of more than ordi- 
nary regret, that we learn from a gentleman who 
arrived in the city last night, that the Hon. Joseph 
Kent, Senator in Congress from this State, was thrown 
from his horse yesterday while riding through his 
farm, and immediately killed. We have not the Ici- 
sure at this time to dilate on the many virtues of the 


Y | treasury on the Ist of November last was $2,220,135 74, 


deceascd—affable, mild, and unobtrusive in his man- 
ners, he enjoyed the respect and esteem of a numerous 
circle of acquaintances, whose grief at his melancholy 
decease will be sincere and poignant.” 

College of ‘New Jersey.—This vencrable institution 
appears to be rapidly advancing in the estimation of 
the public. The Fall session, which commenced this 
month, shows a much larger accession of new students 
than has ever joined this college at any one session. 
About seventy applicants have already been admitted, 
and more are expected, which is a much larger num- 
ber than we ever remembér to have been admitted 
one session. It is with no ordinary degree of pleasure 
we are enabled to announce so cheering a prospect of 
the advanced state of the college of New Jersey. She 
has long been distinguished by the elevated stand 
maintained by her sons, amongst whom the venerated 
Madison and others have stood conspicuous.—L’rince- 
ton Whig. 


Diary—The New York Commercial Advertiser 
says that Mr. John Quincy Adams has kept a diary 
of public and private events ever since he entered upon 
em life. ‘The work now consists of seventy large 
voluines. 


Revolutionary Reminiscence.—The following is a 
correct list of the soldiers furnished by each state du- 
ring the revolution. The free population of Massa- 
chusetts was in 1790, 475,000; the population of Vir- 
ginia about 520,000; of New Hampshire 14],000: 

New Hampshire, 12,407; Massachusetts, 67,907 ; 
Rhode Island, 5908; Connecticut, 31,935 ; New York, 
17,781 ; New Jersey, 10,726; Pennsylvania, 25,678; 
Delaware, 2386; Maryland, 13,912; Virginia, 26,678; 
North Carolina, 7263; South Carolina, 6147; Georgia, 
2619.— Albany Daily Adv. 


Pennsylvania Canals.—The Board of Canal Com. 
missioners have ordered the water to be drawn out of 
the Canals on the 5th inst. for the purpose of repairs. 


Connterfeits—The American Sentinel says that 
counterfeit three dollar notes on the corporation of 
Harrisburg are in circulation. They strongly resemble 
the genuine notes. 


New Plan for a Bridge.—Mr. Charles Mowry, of 
Harrisburg, Pa. has exhibited to a committee of scien- 
tific gentlemen, the model of his bridge and aquaduct; 
and they certify that it sustained, without apparent 
effect, three-fourths of a ton,'gross weight, in 56 and 
28 lb. weights—that the measurement of the model was 
9 feet 3 inches in length—and that they are perfectly 
satisfied that the whole model is constructed upon a 
scale of three-fourths of an inch to a foot. ‘The advan- 
tages of this plan over any other heretofore in use are, 
that although it will require an excess of timber over 
that of an arch bridge, yet, taking into consid:ration 
the three principal items of materiel used in bridge 
building, viz: stone, wood, and iron, there will be a 
saving of at-least 25 per cent. in its favour, and a de. 
cided superiority in strength. 


Death by Freeging.—We learn that a poor middle 
aged woman was discovered on Sunday morning in a 
shed near some new buildings in Swanson street, near 
Almond, Philadelphia, dead. When found, she was 
stiff and cold, and seemed to have been sume time 
deceased. The verdict of the Coroner’s jury, con- 
vened on the occasion, was death by freezing. + 


Coast Guard.—The Secretary of the Treasury has 
ordered the new cutter Washington to leave Paltimore 
in a few days, to cruize the whole winter off the coast 
between New York and Cape Henry, for the purpose 
of affording relief to vessels in distress. 


Flour.—From April lst to November 17th, 472,719 
barrels of flour arrived at New York, down the Hud- 
son, of which 261,890 arrived in October and Novem. 


r. 

Painful Accident—We understand that Mr. John 
Curtis, a respectable resident in the Northern Liber- 
ties, Philadelphia, and the head of a family, lost his 
life in attempting to cut a piece of wax, lying on his 
lap, last Saturday. The knife slipped from the wax, 
and severed the femoral artery. Surgical aid was pro- 
cured too late. 


Quick Circumnavigation.—The barque Mary Fra- 
zier, captain Charles Sumner, arrived from Manilla on 
the 18th ult. She sailed from Boston, December 14th, 
1836—proceeded round Cape Horn to the Sandwich 
Islands, where a party of Missionaries, 34 in number, 
were safcly landed, after one hundred and sixteen days 
agrecable voyage. From thence the vessel went to 
Manilla—took in a full cargo, and reached home, by 
the Cape of Good Hope, having performed the circuit 
of the Globe in eleven months and four days, which is 
probably quicker than it ever was done. The whole 
crew returned which left this port in the Mary Frazier, 
and we are happy to state that she is a strictly Tem- 
perance vessel.— Boston Journal. 


The Wreck of the Home.—Mr. Daniel Heady, of 
Portsmouth, advertises in the Newbern Spectator, that 
he has in his possession—found in the pockets of one 
who he supposed to have been lost in the steamboat 
Home—six pieces of gold, of the value of about $25— 
in silver change, 80 cents—and in bank notes, $59 35 
—one pocket knife—a silver watch with gold key, and 
a dirk mounted with silver and ivory. On several 
pieces of the clothes of the deceased, were found the 
letters D. B. T., and in one place D. B. Toms. He re- 
quests the relations of the deceased to call and receive 
the property. The Spectator says:—We have secn a 
letter frem Mr. Pike, of Ocracoke, to a gentleman in 
this place, which states that bodies are almost daily 
seen floating on the coast, and that all that can be 
reached receive decent interment, notwithstanding the 
condition in which they must necessarily be froin 
their long exposure to the air and water. Mr. Pike, 
says the Spectator, has had the contents of all the 
trunks found, cleansed, and replaced, and holds them 
in safe keeping for those to whom they belong.” 


Melancholy Shipwreck and Loss of Lives.—A slip 
reccived from the New London Gazette of the 24th 
ult. states that the schooner Spartan, Capt. Presbury. 
of ‘Taunton, from New York, partly loaded with flour, 
went ashore on Fisher’s Island in the gale of Wednes- 
day last. On Thursday morning she was discovered 
breaking up, and two men clinging to a part of the 
wreck. They were soon after swept off, and disap- 
peared. The bodies of four men and a boy drifted on 
shore, and were interred. It is supposed that the crew 
consisted of five men and a boy. There was one pas- 
senger on board, whose name, as ascertained from 
some papers found in his pocket, was George Godfrey. 
About 80 barrels of flour, and some other articles were 
saved, partly damaged. 


Pennsylvania.—By a late enumeration it appears 
that there are 309,421 taxable inhabitants in Pennsy]. 
vania. Of the 53 counties into which the state is di- 
vided, that of Philadelphia, which is perhaps the small- 
est in territorial] extent, contains the largest number of 
taxables; it having 25,150. The next in population is 
Lancaster county, which has 17,100 taxables; then 
Alleghany, which has 13,797; and then comes in 
Berks, which numbers 11,740 taxables; the next in 
population is Chester, which numbers 11,682 taxables ; 
then Bucks, 10,450 ; then Montgomery, 9744 ; and then 
York, which is eighth in point of population, and has 
9550 taxable inhabitants. The smallest number is in 
McKean county, which is 492. Philadelphia City pro- 
per has 14,419. 

The receipts into the treasury of the state of Pennsyl- 
vania for the year ending Oct. 31, were $6,069,276 47: 
The balance in the treasury at the commencement of 
the year was $324,799 55—total $6,394,076. This 
sum includes $2,867,514 78 of surplus revenue of the 
United States. The expenditures during the same 
period were $4,173, 940 26, of which $71,739 67 were 
for defraying the expenses of the convention to propose 
amendments to the constitution. ‘The balance in the 


Worthy of Imitation —At a late meeting of the 
Agricultural Society of Fredericksburg, Va. of which 
James M. Garnett is the zealous and efficient Presi- 
dent, the following resolution, was, among others, 
adopted :—“ Resolved, That a premium of $10 be 
offered to the wife, mother, or sister of the member, 
who shall wear the neatest suit of domestic clothes at 
a next mecting—the same to be manufactured at 

ome.” 


Another Attempt to Rob the Mail.—The mail carrier 
who carries the mail between this place and Washing- 
ton, reports that on Friday night last, 24th ult. he was 
attacked by some one, who, rushing from concealment, 
aimed a blow at, and struck him with a club. The 
sudden starting of the horse prevented any serious in- 
jury from the blow. ‘The mail carrier then discharged 
a loaded pistol at his assailant, who immediately fled. 
The occurrence is said to have taken place just beyond 
the little bridge. This is the second reported attempt 
within one week to rob the mail on the Washington 
road. Steps will probably at once be taken to prevent 
a recurrence of such attempts.— Alexandria Gazette. 


Death of an Express Rider.—The Baltimore Tran- 
script of Saturday evening says :—We understand that 
as the Express rider from Philadelphia was leaving 
that city yesterday morning, the horse took fright and 
bolted, by which the rider was thrown, and so severely 
injured that he died shortly after.” 


State House Burnt.—The State House and State 
Auditor’s office ‘in Jeffersonville, Missouri, was de. 
stroyed by fire on Wednesday night, November 15th. 
The fire originated in the boxing of the hearth, in the 
Secretary of State’s office. Nothing was saved out of 
the Secretary’s office. The greater part of the State 
Library was saved. The Auditor’s books and all his 


papers were saved, except perhaps a few unimportant 
ones. The fire was entirely accidental, and no blame 
can be attached to the Secretary, who has always been 
remarkably careful.—St. Louis Bulletin. 


Another Steamboat Burnt-—The new and beauti- 
ful steamboat Ceylon, bound to New Orleans from 
Louisville, with a full cargo, and about three hundred 
passengers, was burnt on the night of the [5th instant, 
a few miles below the mouth of Salt river. It is said 
that much praise is due the officers, for the great pre- 
sence of mind they showed on the dreadful oceasion. 
Although compelled to run more than.a mile, after the 
discovery of the flames, before they-could effect a land- 
ing, yet not one single life was lost. It is even re- 
ported that all of the horses were saved, though many 
of the passengers had not time to save their clothing. 
The Ceylon was insured to the amount of $20,000, 
about three fourths her value. She was owned part in 
Pittsburg, and part in this city. —Jbid. 

An Old Pensioner.—John Davis, a veteran who still 
calls upon Uncle Sam for his scanty pension, was born 
in Prince William county, Virginia, in the year 1730, 
and for some time lived near Gen. Washington, with 
whom he served in the Indian and French wars, and 
subsequently through the whole of our revolution. He 
still retains the possession of all his faculties in nearly 
as perfect a state as ever; being able to read and write 
without the aid of spectacles, and to ride and walk 
with greater ease than many who are half a century 
his juniors. What is very singular in an old soldier, 
for the last twenty years he has not tasted ardent spi. 
rits. At the age of ninety-nine years he was convert- 
= — and is still a devoted member of the 
church. 


Orange County.—The Newburg Journal of Satur. 
day, says, that three thousand firkins and tubs of but- 
ter were taken to New York, from Orange county, on 
‘Tuesday last—1816 packages in the Washington, 5 or 
600 in the Highlander, and the balance in the Norfolk, 
of New Windsor, and the Experiment, of Cornwall. 
Returns, over $50,000 


A Church Burnt.—A fire broke out between 4 and 
5 o’clock on Sunday morning, in the basement of the 
Unitarian Church of the Rev. Orville Dewey, corner of 
Prince and Mercer streets, New York. Owing to the 
coldness of the weather there was much delay, and the 
whole building was soon destroyed. There was 12,000 
dollars insurance on the church and $3000 on the organ. 
The Library belonging to the church was saved and 
in good order. Mr. Dewey’s private library was sa- 
ved in a damaged state, but was insured at 1000 dol- 
lars ; his manuscripts were saved entire, and the com» 
munion plate was saved. The church originally cost 
about 30,000 dollars. The organ, chandeliers, furni- 
ture &c., are entirely destroyed. The ultimate loss to 
the congregation must be about 25,000 dollars. 


Terrible storm.—The Buffalo Commercial Adverti- 
ser gives the subjoined account of an awful storm in 
that vicinity, on the night of the 22d of November, the 
same night that the Whigs had their Jubilee. 

Darkness had hardly closed around us, when the city 
was again ina blaze of light from the splendid illumi- 
nations in every quarter. Tar barrels were burnt, 
bands of music patrolled the streets, cannon were fired, 
and rockets sent blazing through the air. All this time 
the wind was increasing in fury; till people could 
hardly keep their footing in the streets—and the water 
rising to an unprecedented height about the docks, and 
lower part of the city. Amid the roar of the wind and 
waves, were heard the shrieks of drowning wretches, 
men struggling with the rising waters, and little 
children waked from their warm pillows by the flood, 
from which; amid the storm and darkness, there was 
no escape. These persons resided in some miserable 
shells of buildings on the exposed neck of land between 
the creek and the lake. ‘The Common Council of the 
city directed two years ago, that no houses should be 
built there unless they. were based on good brick or 
stone foundations at least eight feet high. The title to 
the land is disputed in many instances, and temporary 
buildings have been put up on the blocks at the four 
corners, and several families had gone into them for 
the sake of obtaining possession. Some of thesc this 
morning were floating about the harbour, while here 
and there lie the broken fragments of those that were 
not strong enough to resist the force of the inundation. 
Some ten or twelve houses—part of them inhabited — 
were washed completely from their foundations across 
the creek, and are now strewed about in every direc- 
tion. Several vessels were stranded high and dry, on 
the beach. The schooner Edward Bancroft lays up in 
the centre of Ohio street. She even dragged her an- 
chor some distance up into the city. ‘The steam ferry 
boat lays high aground, and considerably damaged. 

The loss of life—the most dreadful portion of the 
catastrophe—cannot, at present, be ascertained. Five 
bodies have been brought to the watch house, but 
many probably are not discovered. There are two 
children of John Germain, a young man, name un- 
known, the wife of Wm. Judson, and a coloured wo- 
man. Wm. Judson lived in a house near the stone 
building, foot of Mechanic street. When his house 
was destroyed his two children were in bed, and have 
not yet been found. He and his wife got on the canal 
bridge, where she perished of the cold, and he escaped 
by swimming toa pile of boards, from which he was 
rescued. We saw him this morning, wrapped in a 
quilt, looking among the wreck of his dwelling, whieh 
had floated into the canal, for the bodics of his children. 
The loss of property is difficult to estimate. It is 
strewed in every direction. About twenty-five build- 
ings, such as we have described, were either totally de- 
stroyed, or torn from their foundations by the flood. 

A woman in one of the houses clung to the window 
sill with the water up to her chin, and supported her 
three children, who clung to her back—but these, one 
after another dropped oft; the last but a short time be. 
fore aid reached her, at 4 o’clock this morning. Ano- 
ther woman came safely across the creek on a stick of 
timber, with her infant in her arms. A man left his 
family on the roof his house, and swam for a boat 
totake them off. It was the last he ever saw of 
thein. 


Fires—On Thursday morning, 23d ult. between 
four and five o’clock, a fire broke out in a three story 
building in Norris’s Alley, between Front and Second 
streets, Philadelphia, occupied by Mr. Truefit, as a 
broker’s office, and Mr. Sprong as a Carpenter’s shop. 
The second and third stories were completely destroy- 
ed. We regret to learn that several firemen were dan- 
gerously injured by the falling of pirt of the building. 
Mr. Jeffries of the Fame Hose Conpany, so much so 
that he has since died of his wounds; and Mr. Burd, 
of the Hibernia Engine Company, had one of his legs 
crushed. 

The steam saw mill of Messrs Maur & Chains, on 
the Savannah river, was destroyed by fire on the 17th 
ult. Loss estimated at $30,000. 

From twelve to fourteen small wooden buildings 
were burned at New Orleans on the 15th ult. 

The iron works owned by George Parish, Esq. at 
Rossic, St. Lawrence county, New York, were totally 
destroyed by fire on the 19th ult. The establishment 
was one of the largest in the State, and the loss of pro- 
perty has been great. 

A destructive fire occurred at Mobile on the night of 
the 18th ult. It broke out in a small house near the 
corner of St. Louis and Hamilton streets. The wind 
coming strongly from the south-east at the tiine, the 
fire soon swept the whole row of buildings from Ham. 
ilton to St. Lawrence streets. The progress of the fire 


was arrested by tearing away the small buildings on 


the corner of St. Lawrence street. The loss of proper. 
ty is estimated at $30,000. 

A fire broke out on Monday morning last, 27th ult. 
in a large two story frame building, on High street, in 
the village of Sing Sing, New York, occupied by Mr. 


| Peter Yoe, as a dry good store, and by Mr. Carpenter, 


asa watch and jewelry establishment. This building, 
with Mr. Carpenter’s dwelling house, on the cast of it, 
a two story dwelling house on the west of it, and a two 
story store still farther west, occupied by Messrs. Cod- 
dington and Co. as a hat warehouse—in all four build- 
ings—were consumed. Mr. Yoe’s entire stocx of goods, 
valued at some seven to eight thousand dollars, on 
which there was no insurance, was entirely consumed. 


FROM FLORIDA. 


St. Augustine, Nov. 14.—Sam Jones is now con- 
sidered the whole head and front of the Seminole war. 
Those who know him represent him as a great rascal. 
Our readers will recollect that some time: Jast spring 
after the capitulation of Micanopy, some negroes came 
in, who reported that the Seminoles had deposed Mi- 
canopy, and elected Sam Jones in his stead. It is re- 
ported that the Micasukies are determined to remain 
in the country at all hazards. The Florida returned 
from Mosyuito on Sunday last. Brig. Gen. Hernan- 
dez and suite came passengers. 'T'wenty-one negroes 
belonging to Messrs. Cruger and Depeyster, Maj. 
Herivt, and the estate of Maj. Woodruff, were brought 
up in the Florida. The negroes state that a large 
number of Indians are assembled near Indian river 
ready to fight. Two Indians were brought into town 
yesterday who were captured on the west side of the 
St. Johns. They confirm the report of the negroes who 
were brought from Mosquito, that the Indians are con- 
centrated and waiting for a fight. They say they are 
numbered about two thousand.— Herald. 

The last advices state that the troops collected at 
Tampa Bay, amounting to about two thousand men, 
had marched into the Indian country. We have little 


doubt that the war will be finished this campaign, 
without much opposition on the part of the Indians.— 
New Orleans Bee, 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


LOWER CANADA. 

The progress of revolution in this inee seems to 
be still onward. If the accounts in the loyal Montreal 
papers are to be relied on, the leaders of the disaffected 
are preparing themselves for a serious trial of strength: 
with the government. The following extracts from 
the Herald have quite a belligerent aspect. 


From the Montreal Herald of November 18th. 

On Thursday evening, a considerable number of 
warrants were ledged in the hands of the high consta- 
ble, who succeeded, with a party. of special constables, 
in arresting six of the delinquents. We have not 
learned positively the precise nature of these arrests, 
Public report declares them to be for high treason; 
and we are not aware that there is any reason lo sup- 
pose it incorrect in this particular. 

At eight o’clock on the same evening, & party of 
eighteen of the Reyal Montreal Volunteer Cavalry, was 
despatched to St. Johns, with constable Malo,to effect 
the arrest of Messrs. Dr. D’Avignon and Demaray- 
Having quietly effected their object, they set out un 
their return, about three o’clock in the morning, by the 
same road. 

At ubout a mile from Longueuil, they were warned 
by a woman, that a large body of men was in waiting 
for them a little farther on; but from. some cause or 
other, the information was disregarded, and the party 
proceeded as before. They had gone on but a very 
short distance, when they found themselves almest 
close to a body of about 300, in a field on the right of 
the road, protected by a high fence, and armed with 
rifles and muskets. 

The party in advance moved on to pass them, but 
was reccived by a heavy fire, which it was impossible 
for them to return with effect, armed as they were 
with pistols only, and from a body which on account 
of the high fence they could not ris sword in 
hand. Under these circumstances, they fell back on 
the main body of the party, though not until severab 
shots had told with effect upon them. 

Lieut. Ermatinger, and four others were wounded. 
Several of the horsea, we are told, were more or less 
wounded. In turning to retreat, the wagon in which 
the constables and the two prisoners were, was upset, 
and necessarily left behind by the cavalry, who then 
nade their way into Longueuil, across the fields, On 
arriving there, they found a detachment of two compa- 
nies from the 32d Regiment, under Major Reed, who 
had been despatched at an early hour from Montreal, 
to receive and support them in case of necessity, but 
whose orders had unfortunately directed him not to 
proceed beyond Longueuil. ‘he prisoners had, how- 
ever, then made their escape, and the whole body re- 
turned to the city for further orders. 


From the Montreal Herald of November 21st. 

The insurrection goes on as every man of common 
sense must have anticipated. On a a party of 
the volunteer cavalry again set out for Chambly, but 
accompanied by two brass guns, and a considerable 
portion of the royals. On their march across the 
country, the cavalry were fired at by a large body of 
rebels from a considerable distance. The rebels, sup- 
posing that they had only the cavalry to meet, as on 
the preceding day, had stationed themselves on ground. 
impracticable for horses; but the moment the red coats. 
were perccived, the heroes fled. The battle then be- 
came a pursuit; and seven of the unfortunate wretches. 
were captured with arms in their hands, and twe of 
them of the name of Mongeon, reloading their mus: 
kets. The prisoners were questioned, and stated that 
Dr. Kimber had ordered the attack. 

Malo, a constable, arrived in town yesterday, accom- 
panied by the blacksmith at Longueuil, who took off 
the handcuffs from Mr. D’Avignon and Mr. Demaray, 
the two prisoners who were rescued, and also by two 
inhabitants, who, we understand, have made depositions 
before the atturney general. One inhabitant has been 
found dead in the thicket heyond Longueuil, where the 
cavalry was attacked on Thursday last. 

The commander of the forces has authorized the 
embodying of three volunteer corps independent of the 
ward organization, under the names of the Royal 
Irish, Scotch, and British Fusileers, each corps to con- 
sist of one hundred men under a captain and two 
lieutenants. A body of cavalry under the name of the 
Queen’s Light Dragoons, amounting to fifty men, is 
also to be organized. 

The five persons arrested at Quebec, viz: Messrs. 
Morin, Legare, Chasseur, Trudeau, and Lachance, 
have been admitted to bail—$2000 each, with two 
sureties in the same amount. They are to appear for 
trial in March, and to keep the peace in the meantime. 


SERMON TO YOUNG MEN. 


A sermon will be preached on Sunday evening, at 
7 o’clock, in the church on Broad street below Chesnut, 
by the Rev. Mr. Chambers, to the young men of the 
Philadelphia Institute. 


MARRIED. 
At New York, on Wednesday evening, 22d ult., by 
the Rev. John M. Krebs, the Rev. Wittiam Marsnat, 
of Peekskill, N. Y., to Miss Lypia A. Knapp, of New 


York. 


DIED. 

On Sunday morning, the 26th ultt. suddenly, at her 
residence in Chester county,in the 86th year of her 
age Mary Harais, widow of the late Gen. William 

arris. 


TEW PUBLICATIONS.—Incidents of Travel in 
a Egypt, Arabia Petre, and the Holy Land, by 
an American, with a map and engravings, second edi- 
tion, with additions, in 2 vols. 12mo. The Court of 
Rome, translated from the French, 12mo, Tyndales 
Testament, reprint of the edition of 1526. Huebner’s 
Bible Narratives, ‘lhe Comprehensive Com- 
mentary, 4th vol. A Mother’s Request Answered in 
— of a Father to bis Daughters, 1 vol. 18mo. 
cloth. 

Annuals for 1838. 

The Christian Keepsake, with eleven engravings ; 
the ‘l'oken and Atlantic Souvenir, 10 do.; the Literary 
Souvenir, 16 de.; the Parlour Scrap Book, 14 do.; the 
Friendship Offering, 11 do. For sale at No. 22 South 


Fourth street, Philadelphia, by 
J. WHETHAM. 


dec. 2 
A'S UALS FOR 1838.—Oriental Annual, 22 plates; 
Picturesque, do. 19 do; Drawing Room Scrap 
Book, 36 do.; Jenning’s Landscape Annual, 21 do.; 
Fisher’s Oriental Keepsake, 37 do.; Christian Keep- 
sake, 16 do.; Heath’s Book of Beauty, 13 do.; Heath’s 
Book of Costumes, 12 do. ; Forget Me Not; Juvenile 
Scrap Book, 16 do.; Token and Atlantic Souvenir, 10 
do.; Christian Keepsake, by Rev. J. A. Clark, 11 do.; 
Parlour Scrap Book, 14 do.; Literary Souvenir, 16 do.; 
also a large assortment of Bibles, Psalms and Hymna, 
and other books, in splendid binding, suitable for pre. 
sents. For sale at the lowest prices, at No. 13 South 
Fourth street, Philadelphia, by 
. dec. 2. GEO. W. DONOHUE. 


* ELECT LETTERS OF CICERO.—Henry Per- 
kins, No. 134 Chesnut street, Philadelphia, has 
lately published Ciceronis Selecte Quedam Epis. 
tole, Accedunt Notule et illustrationes Anglice, Cura 
M. L. Hurlbut. 
RECOMMENDATIONS. 


From Dr. McConaugh * President of Washington 
ege. 


Mr. H. Perkins.—I fcel that I will rendes an impor- 
tant service to the cause of education if I should in any 
measure bring into notice and use those school books 
which you have lately published: they are, in my 
opinion, eminently adapted to facilitate the progress of 
the learner, from the discrimination and accuracy in- 
the use of the language, and aid the general cause of 
polite and useful learning. They deserve extensive 
patronage. - 

Your little volumes of “Selected Letters of Cicero,” 
and those “ de Sencctute” and “ de Amicitia,” possess, 
as all agree, great elassical excellence, and much sub- 
stantial worth. ‘The neat, cheap, and convenient form 
in which you have presented them to the public cannot 
fail to be acceptable to classical instructors, and render 
them, interesting manuals to literary men, who may 
wish, occasionally, to enjoy the pleasure of reading 
some of the most admired specimens of Roman lite- 
rature. | 
From the Rev. Asa S. Colton, A. M. Professor of Math. 

and Nat. Philos. Bordentown Institute, N. J. : 
1f I could add to the force of the preceding recom- 
mendations, I would cheerfully do so; but any one in- 
quiring for works of this kind must be 80 readily satis. 
fied of the fitness of this selection for his purposes, as. 
to purchase without asking the opinions of others. 
These letters should be generally read amongst 
and young men in our literary institutions. Cicero is. 
too little studied by American youth. | 
From Professor Lee, Washington Hall, Pa. | 

I entirely concer in the opinion of Dr. McConaughy, 
of the “Selected Letters of Cicero,” and his treatises 
“ de Senectute” and“ de Amicitia.” I will introduce 
them into the course of classical studies in the Wash. 
ington College. They will add variety to the course, 
and will enrich the mind and style of the classical 

r. 

dec. 2. 
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THE PRESBYTERIA 


BO, BROTHER 

We ang sur rwo—the others sleep 

ot «et death's untroubled night ; 

but-two—O let us keep 

|.etoes Mie link that binds us, bright. 

deaps to heart—the sacred flood 
warmsus,isthesame; 

old man—his honest blood 
he Ali we fondly claim. 


-f We in ‘one mothet’s arms were locked— 
be her love repaid ; 
In the same cradle we were rocked, 
Round thé same tieatth we played. 


boyish sports were all thé same, 
Each little joy'and wo; 
(Detinianhood keep alive the tlume, 
«Lit ap so long ago. 
Wr ine sur one—be that the bond 
us till we die; 
“* Shoulderto:shoulder let us stand, 
Till side by side we lie. 


CHILD'S DEATH 


Was never more ‘sweetly mourned than in these 
lines, by. R..B. Sheridan :— 


‘In soine rade spot where vulgar herbage grows, 
fetance a violet rear its purple head, 

The careful gard’ner moves it ere it blows, 
~ {Po thrive and flourish in a nobler bed. 
Such was thy fate, dear child, 
"Phy-opening such ! 
Pre-eminence in early bloom was shown, 

For earth too good, perhaps, 
And lov’d too much— 
Heay’n saw and early mark’d thee for its own. 


sineedea From the Watchman of the South. 
an SERMON IN POETRY. 

On the text—" Acquaint now thyself with him, and be 
at peace ; thereby shall good come unto thee.—Job, 
“xxi. 21. 3 


Poor, friendless wanderer in a world of woe, , 
Why dost thou seek for peace from aught below ? 


' Relieve from anxious cares thy aching breast, 


Aequaint thyse!f with God, and be at rest. 

Heastthou a soul, that loves to inount sublime 

On wings of fire, and search through every clime 

For dazzling forms of beauty and of grace, 

Such as the limner’s pencil loves to trace ? 

Hast thou.in nature’s awful temple knelt 

A, worshipper devout—her grandeur felt 

*Morig deserts wild, and vallics dark and deep; 

Or where the forest climbs the mountain’s steep? 

And hast thot heard the loud and ceaseless roar 

Of ocean’s waves upon her rocky shore ? 

Hast thou a worshipper of nature been, 

And is there still an aching void within— 

A thirst for joy, which neither fertile field, ; 

Nor mountains high, nor flowing streams can yield? 

Thy labour cease—thy fruitless search give o’cr— 

Acquaint thyself with God, and sigh no more. 

In nature’s works, the God of nature sce, 

And joyful own a present Deity. 

His power in every blade of grass is seen; 

His hand the meadow clothes in cheerful green ; _ 

He paints the lilly white—the violet blue ; | 

He gives the evening clouds their varied hue ; 

His finger marks the path the lightning flies, 

When lowering tempests veil our suminer skies ; 

Upon the storm he rides; the thunders loud 

Seger him roll; the shining heavens are bowed 
neath his radiant feet; we move and live 


In him, who did at first our being give. 


Praise him, ve clouds; praise hii, ye lakes and streams, 
Ye hills and fertile fields. Praise him, ye beams 

Of day, that scatter wide the shades of night, 

And to the watchman’s eye restore the light. 


Or hast thou, mortal, worshipped at the shrine 

Of fortune, deeming still her power divine ? 

And hast thou dreamt, that in the hour of strife, 
Blind chance has sway supreme o’cr human life : 
That joy and sorrow at her bidding fly, 

And weave the fearful web of destiny, 

Involving all, the wise, the good, the great, 

The vile, the worthless in one common fate ; 
Pray, what is chance? A figment of the brain, 
An heathen Deity, powerless and vain, 

Much worshipped once, by the unthinking crowd, 
When Greece was of her fame, and learning proud; 
But now her rites have ceased; her spell is o’er, 
And offerings on her altars smoke no more. 


Jehovah reigns o'er earth, and sea, and sky; 

Euch hair is numbered; nor can a sparrow die, 
Unnoticed by his bright, all-seeing eyc. 

Then thiak not o’er thy life the-tates preside ; 
Worship thy God and lay thy fears aside. 

Thy way to him conmit. "Tis not in man, 

That walketh, with unerring eye to scan 

The path that he should take. ’Tis God alone 

Can guide, where sin and shame are both unknown. 
His hand can shield thee in the dangerous hour, 
When clouds and tempests dark around thee lower. 
Nor death, nor hell, with all its hosts, can harm, 
Ifo’er thy head is stretched his powerful arm. 
Thén place in him thy hope. In him confide, 
And safe beneath his shadowy wings abide. a | 


MANAGEMENT OF PLANTS IN ROOMS. 


To treat on the proper management of 
plants in houses is’a subject attended with 
considerable difficulty ; every genus requiring 
some variation, both in soil, water, and gene- 
ral treatment. If the room where the plants 
are intended to be placed is dark and close, 
but few will ever thrive in it; if, on :he con- 
trary, it is light and airy, with the windows 
in a suitable aspect to receive the sun, plants 
will do nearly as well as in a green-house. 
But if they are observed to suffer, the effects 
may generally be traced to one of the four 
following causes :—Want of proper light and 
air; injudicious watering—filthiness collected 
on the leaves—or, being potted in unsuitable 
| 

ist. WANT OF PROPER LIGHT AND AIR—is 
perhaps the most essential point of any to be 
considered ; for, however well all other requi- 
sites are attended to, a deficiency in either of 
these will cause the plants to grow weak and 
sickly. Let them always be placed as near 
the light'as they can conveniently stand, and 
réceive as much air as can be admitted, when 
the weather will allow. Indeed those per- 
sons who have no other conveniency than the 
house to keep them in, will find that they de- 
rive immense advantage froin being, (during 
fine weather, in spring and autugyp,) turned 
out of doors in the evening, and taken in 
again in the morning—the night dews con- 
tributing greatly to their health and vigour. 


Qd. Insurntovs more in- 
jury to plants in rooms than many persons 
imagine. ‘To prevent the soil ever having a 
dry. appearance is an object of importance in 
the‘estimation of very many ; they therefore 

aitér to'such an excess that the mould be- 
comes sodden, and the roots consequently 
perish. Others, to avoid this evil, run exact- 
ly. into the opposite extreme, and scarcely 
give sufficient to sustain life. This, however, 


is by no means so common a practice as thai 


of giving too much ; for, in general, if any 


thing appears to be the matter with the plants, 


large doses of water are immediately resorted 
to; and if recovery is not speedy, this nos- 
trum is again administered, with but little 
doubt of its infallible restorative powers :— 
but such persons, like an unskilful physician 
who gluts the weakly stomach of his patient, 
only hasten on what they are trying to pre- 
vent. This overplus of water will show its 
bad effects by the very dark colour and flabby 
disposition of the leaves; and if the plant re. 
ceives too little, the leaves will turn yellow. 
and eventually die. | | 

Phe best plan’ is, to always allow the soil 
jn the pot to have the appearance of dryness, 


(but. never sufficient. to make the plant fing) 
'| From incidents of 


before. a.supply of water.is given, wh 
should then. be pretty copious; but always 
empty it out of the ‘pan or feeder in which 


; the pot stands, as soon as the soil is properly 


drained. The water used for the purpose 
ought always to be made about the same tem- 


| perature as the room in which the plants 


grow,—never use it fresh from the pump, 
either let it stand in a warm room all night— 


jor take off the chill by adding a little warm 
.| water to it, or the growth of the plants will 


be much checked. 
3d. Fittaingess CoLLECTED ON THE LEAVES 


| —may either arise from insects, or dust; the 


former may be speedily remedied, by placing 


| the plants under a hand-glass, or any thing 


that is convenient, and burning some tobacco 
until they become well enveloped in the 
smoke ;—and the Jatter may be removed by 
occasionally washing them on the head with 
pure water; either by means of a syringe, the 


.| nose of a watering-pan, or with a sponge, 


when the filth still adheres. — 

Bulbs of most sorts flourish in rooms with 
less care than most other kinds of plants. 
Hyacinths should be planted in autumn. In 
preparing pots for them select such as are 
about four inches deep and three inches wide, 
put a little rotten dung in each pot, fill each 
pot up witb light rich soil, and plant the 
bulbs so shallow that nearly balf the bulb 
stands above the soil; place the pots in the 
open air, and cover them six or eight inches 
deep with rotten bark. During spring take 
thei out as they are wanted to bring into 
flower, and set them in the window of a warm 
room where they will be fully exposed to the 
sun. Those who do not possess a garden 
may set the pots in a cellar or outhouse, or in 
the corner of a yard, and cover them with 


| light soil or sand until they are wanted to bring 


into the room to flower. When the leaves 
begin to decay after they have done flower- 
ing give them no water; when the leaves are 
dead, take them out of the soil and remove 
the offsets, and lay them in an airy situation 
until the time of planting. 

If grown in water-glasses, they require to 
be placed-in a light airy situation, and the 
water will require to be changed once in 
three or four days. If drawn up weekly, it 
will be necessary to support the stems with 
sticks, split at the bottom so as to fit on the 
edge of the glasses at the top. This, how- 
ever, will not be necessary if they be kept in 
a light and airy situation. When out of 
flower, plant them in pots of soil to perfect 
their leaves, and treat them as above; they 
will then flower again the succeeding year. 


ENTRY INTO DAMASCUS. 


I was well aware that Damascus was one of 
the few places remaining in the Turkish do- 
minions, where religious fanaticism drew a 
strong line of distinction between its Mussul- 
man and Christian population. Many are the 
humiliations to which the latter are exposed. 
Here, for instance—and it was the same, until 
lately, at Cairo and Jerusalem—they were not 
allowed to enter the town on horseback. It 
was my intention to comply with the interdic- 
tion, at the proper places, but, being tired, | 


| deferred the execution of it, until I should 


reach the gates. My guide and servant, who 
were Christians, unfortunately betrayed me 
by alighting. Whilst riding carelessly along, 
some hundred yards ahead of them, absorbed 
in my reflections, two or three ruffian-looking 
Turks ran suddenly up to me, and seizing 
hold of the bridle of my horse, asked me 
in an impetuous tone, if I were not a Djaour 
or “ Infidel.2? To avow my faith required 
no deliberation, but I could not help retort- 
ing, “Anna Nazeran, Djaour deyil,” “1 
am a Christian, not an Infidel.” No sooner 
had the words escaped my lips than | was torn 
violently from my horse, and loaded with a 
volley of imprecations. In a few minutes, 
some hundreds of the inhabitants had collect- 
ed around me, and I was apprehensive of be- 
coming the victim of a popular tumult; par- 
ticularly as my guides, who were better able 
to explain matters than myself, had become 
too much alarmed for themselves to interfere 
in my behalf. I therefore retired to the side 
of the road, and sitting down on the bank, I 
endeavoured to disarm the infuriated mob by 
the attitude of resignation ; for, as long as 
their hostility—which arose from religious, 
not personal motives—was confined to words, 
I knew what value to set upon it. But my 
pacific appearance had a contrary effect. 
Seeking a pretext for their canduct, some 
spots of green, the privileged colour, were 
discovered in my flowered turban, and it was 
instantly torn off my head. A young urchin 
—encouraged by this indignity offered to me, 
walked up and spit upon my beard. This last 
affront, for a moment, robbed me of my 
equanimity, but I immediately recollected, 
and in time, that the slightest attempt at re- 
taliation would be followed by instant death. 
Every man had a pistol or dirk in his girdle, 
and it would have cost him little to draw it 
out, and act upon the impulse of the moment. 
After appealing in vain to some sheikhs, or 
elders, who were standing by, I got up and 
made the best of my way to the gates of the 
city, followed by a host of boys and women, 
throwing stones at us as we passed along. 


During the whole of this disgraceful scene, 
which lasted half an hour, the women, ‘ hor- 
resco referens,’ were even more violent than 
the men. At one time I thought I should 
have died the death of St. Stephen at the 
gates of Damascus. Here the conflict sub- 
sided ; nevertheless, [ had the mortification of 
being obliged mys<If to pass along the streets, 
and through the crowded bazaars, on foot, my 
dress and person covered with mud and other 
impurities, whilst the muleteers rode our 
horses before us, Mustapha wearing my tur- 
ban on his head. This last part of the ‘ come- 
die larmoyante,’ he acted with such consum- 
mate insolence, that I joined heartily in the 
laugh directed against myself, to the no small 
astonishment of those who were looking on. 
—Roberson’s Travels in Syria. 


The house of a tailor, at Lille, was burnt to 
the ground on Friday night, and every article 
it contained completely destroyed. ‘The fire 
was, it is asserted, occasioned in the follow- 
ing most singular manner. The unfortunate 
family had a cat with an insatiable appetite for 
tallow, insomuch that she would, when unob- 
served, run away with the candles even when 
lighted ; this dangerous propensity being in- 
curable, the family, to avoid the risk of the con- 
sequences, had carried her to a considerable 
distance, and attempted to drown her; but 
she made her escape, and, after an absence of 
several days, returned unperceived, and find- 
ing a candle burning in a room unoccupied 
for the moment, seized it, and set fire to 
some combustibles while running away to en- 


joy her favourite morceau.—French paper. | 


A RUINED CITY. | 


Travel in Arabia, Egypt, 
- and the Holy Land.—By an American. 

Petra the excavated city, the long Jost cap- 
ital of Edom, in the scriptures and profane 
writings, in every language in which its name 
occurs, signifies a rock, and through the 
shadows of its early history, we learn that its 
inhabitants lived in natural clefts or excava- 
tions made in the solid rock. Desolate as it 
now is, we have reason to believe that it goes 
back to the time of Esau, the ‘father of 
Edom :’ that princes, and dukes, eight suc- 
cessive kings, and again a long line of dukes, 
dwelt there before any king reigned in Israel; 
and we recognize it from the earliest ages, as 
the central point to which came the caravans 
from the interior of Arabia, Persia, and India, 
laden with all the precious commodities of 
the East, and from which these commodities 
were distributed through Egypt, Palestine, 
and Syria; and all the countries bordering on 
the Mediterranean, even Tyre and Sidon de- 
riving their purple and dyes from Petra. 
Eight hundred years before Christ, Amaziah, 
the king of Judea, ‘ slew of Edom, in the val- 
ley of Salt, ten thousand and took Selah (the 
Hebrew name of Petra) by war.’ Three 
hundred years after the last of the prophets, 
and nearly a century before the Christian era, 
the ‘ King of Arabia, issued from bis palace at 
Petra, at the head of fifty thousand men, 
horse and foot, entered Jerusalem, and uni- 
ting with the Jews, pressed the siege of the 
temple, which was only raised by the advance 
of the Romans; and in the beginning of the 
second century, though its independence was 
Jost, Petra was still the capital of a Roman 
province. After that time it rapidly declined, 
its history became more obscure ; for more 
than a thousand years it was completely lost 
to the civilized world; and until its discovery 
by Burkhardt in 1812, except to the wander- 
ing Bedouins, its very site was unknown. 

And this was the city at whose door I now 
stood. In a few words, this ancient and ex- 
traordinary city is situated within a natural 
amphitheatre of two or three miles in circum- 
ference, encompassed on all side3 by rugged 
mountains five or six hundred feet in height. 
The whole of this area is now a waste of 
ruins, dwelling houses, palaces, temples, and 
triumphal arches, all prostrate together in 
undistinguishable confusion. The sides of 
the mountains are cut smooth, in a perpen- 
dicular condition and filled with long and con- 
tinued ranges of dwelling houses, temples, and 
tombs excavated with vast labour out of the 
solid rock ; and while their summits present 
nature in her wildest and most savage form, 
their bases are adorned with all the beauties 
of architecture and art, with columns, and 
porticos, and pediments, and ranges of cor- 
fidores, enduring as the mountains out of 
which they are hewn, and fresh as if the work 
of a generation had scarcely yet gone by. 

In front of the great temple, the pride and 
beauty of Petra, of which more hereafter, 1 
saw a narrow opening in the rock exactly 
corresponding with my conception of the ob- 
ject of which I was sceking. A full streain 
of water was gushing through it, and filling 
up the whole mouth of the passage. Mount- 
ed on the shoulders of one of my Bedouins | 
got him to carry me eons the swollen 
stream at the opening, and set me down ona 
dry place a little above, whence I began to 
pick my way, occasionally taking to the 
shoulders of my follower, and continued to 
advance more than a mile. I was, beyond 
all peradventure, in the great entrance lL was 
seeking. There could not be two such, and 
{ should have gone on to the extreme end of 
the ravine, but my Bedouin suddenly refused 
me the further use of his shoulders. He had 
been sometiine objecting and begging me to 
return, and now positively refused to go any 
further, and in fact, turned about himself. I 
was anxious to proceed, but I did not like 
wading up to my knees in the water, nor did 
[ feel very resolute to go where I might ex- 
pose myself to danger as he seemed to inti- 
ciate. 

While I was hesitating, another of my men 
came running up the ravine, and shortly after 
him Paul and the shiek, breathless with haste, 
and crying in low gutturals, ‘El Arab! El 
Arab!’ ‘The Arabs! The Arabs!) This was 
enough for me. [ had heard so much of El 
Arab that [ had become nervous. It was like 
the cry of Delilah in the ears of the sleeping 
Sampson. ‘The Philistines be upon thee. 
At the other end of the ravine there was an 
encampment of the El Alouins, and the shiek, 
having due regard to my communication 
about money matters, had shunned this en- 
trance to avoid bringing me this horde of trib- 
ute gatherers for a participation in the spoils. 
Without any disposition to explore farther, I 
turned towards the city; and it was now that 
I began to feel the powerful and indelible 
impression that must be produced on entering, 
through this mountainous passage, the exca- 
vated city of Petra. 

For about two miles it lics between high 
and precipitous ranges of rocks from five hun- 
dred toa thousand feet in height, standing as 
if torn asunder by some great convulsion, and 
barely wide enough for two horsemen to pass 
abreast. A swelling stream rushes between 
them; the summits are wild and broken; in 
some places overhanging the opposite sides, 
casting the darkness of night upon the nar- 
row defile; then receding and forming an 
opening above, through which a strong ray of 
light is thrown down, and illuminates with 
the blaze of day the frightful chasm below. 

Wild fig-trees, oleanders, and ivy, were 
growing out of the rocky sides of cliffs hun- 
dreds of feet above our heads, the eagle was 
screaming above us; all along were the doors 
open of tombs, forming the great Necropolis 
of the city; and at the extreme end was a 
large open space, with a powerful body of 
light thrown down upon it, and exhibiting in 
one full view, the facade of a beautiful temple 
hewn out of the rock, with rows of Corin- 
thian columns and ornaments standing out 
fresh and clear as if but yesterday from the 
hands of the sculptor. Though coming di- 
rectly from the banks of the Nile, where the 
preservation of the temples excites the admi- 
ration and astonishment of every traveller, we 
were roused and excited by the extraordinary 
beauty and excellent condition of the temple 
at Petra,’ 

Even in coming on it as we did, at disad- 
vantage, [ remember that Paul who was a 
passionate admirer of the arts, when he first 
obtained a glimpse of it, involuntarily cried 
out, and moving on to the front with a viva- 
city | never saw him exhibit before or after- 
wards, clasped his hands and shouted in ec- 
stacy. To the last day of our being together 
he was in the habit of referring to his extra- 
ordinary fit of enthusiasm when he first came 
upon that temple; and I can well imagine 
that, entering by this narrow defile, with the 
feelings roused by its extraordinary and ro- 


\that superb facade must produce an effect 


which could never pass away. Even now 
that I have returned to the pursuits and 
thought-engrossing incidents of a life in the 
busiest city in the world, often in situations 
as widely different as light from darkness, | 
see before me the facade of that temple— 
neither the Coliseum at Rome, grand and in- 
teresting as it is, nor the ruins of the Acrop- 
olis at Athens, nor the Pyramids, nor the 
temples of the Nile, are so often present to 
my memory. 

Leaving the temple and the open area on 
which it fronts, and following the stream, we 
entered another defile much broader than the 
first, on each side of which were ranges of 
tombs, with sculptured doors and columns, 
and on the left, in the bosom of the moun- 
tains, hewn out of the solid rocks, is a large 
theatre, circular in form, the pillars in front 
fallen, and containing thirty three rows of 
seats, capable of containing more than three 
thousand persons. Above the corridor was a 
range of doors opening to chambers in the 
rock, the seats of the princes and wealthiest 
inhabitants of Petra, and not unlike a row of 
private boxes in a modern theatre. ; 

The whole theatre is at this day in such a 
state of preservation, that if the tenants of the 
tomb could once more rise into life, they 
might take their places on its seats, and listen 
to the declamation of their favourite player. 
—To me the stillness of a ruined city is no 
where so impressive as when sitting on the 
steps of its theatre; once thronged. with the 
gay and pleasure seeking, but now given up 
to solitude and desolation. Day after day 
these seats have been filled, and the now si- 
lent rocks have echoed to the applauding 
shouts of thousands; and little could an ancient 
Edomite imagine that a solitary stranger from 
a then unknown world, should one day be 
wandering among the ruins of his proud and 
wonderful city, meditating upon the fate of a 
race that has forages passed away. Where 
are ye, inhabitants of this desolate city? you 
who once sat on the seats of this theatre, the 
young, the high-born, the beautiful, and brave 
—who once rejoiced in your riches and power, 
and lived as if there was no grave 1—where 
are ye now? Even, the very tombs, whose 
open doors are stretched away in long ranges 
before the eyes of the wandering traveller, 
cannot reveal the mystery of your doom ; your 
dry bones are gone, the robbers have invaded 
your graves, and your very ashes have been 
swept away to make room for the wandering 
Arab of the desert. 

But we need not stop at the days when a 
gay population crowed this theatre. In the 
earliest periods of recorded time, long before 
this theatre was built, and long before this 
trazic muse was known, a great city stood 
here. When Esau, having sold his birth-right 
for a mess of pottage, came to his portion 
among the mountains of Seir, and Edom grow- 
ing in power and strength, became presump- 
tuous, and haughty, until, in her pride, when 
Israel prayed a passage through her country, 
dom said unto Israel, ‘Thou shalt not pass 
by me, jest I come out against thee with the 
sword.’ | 

Amid all the terrible denunciations against 
the land of Idumea, ‘her cities and the in- 
habitants thereof,’ this proud city among the 
rocks, doubtless for its extraordinary sins, 
was always marked as a subject of extraordi- 
nary vengeance; ‘I have sworn by myself, 
saith the Lord, that Bozrah (the strong or for- 
tified city) shall become a desolation, a re- 
proach, and a waste, and a curse, and all the 
cities thereof shall be a perpetual waste.— 
Lo, 1 will make thee small ainong the heathen, 
and despised among men. ‘Thy terribleness 
hath dereived thee, and the pride of thy 
heart, oh then that thou dwellest in the clefts 
of the rocks, thou holdest the height of the 


hill, though thou shouldest make thy nest as | 


high as the eagle, | will bring thee down from 
thence, saith the Lord.’ ‘ They shall call the 
nobles thereof to the kingdom, but none shall 
be there, and all her princes shall be nothing, 
and thorns shall come up in her palaces, net- 
tles and brambles in her fortresses thereof, 
and it shall be a habitation for dragons, and a 
court for owls.’ 

I would that the skeptic could stand, as I 
did among the ruins of this city among the 
rocks, and there open the sacred book and 
read the words of the inspired penman writ- 
ten when this desolate place was one of the 
greatest cities in the world: I see the scoffer 
arrested, his cheek pale, his lip quivering, 
and his heart quaking with fear, as the ruined 
city cries out to him ina voice loud and pow- 
erful as that of the risen from the dead. 
Though he would not believe Moses and the 
prophets, he believes the hand writing of 
God, himself, in the desolation and eternal 
tuin around him. 


CHARITY. 


One says, “I will give to-morrow,” to ex- 
cuse himself from giving to day. Alas! do 
you know whether you shall be alive to- 
morrow in this place? Another says, “ I am 
poor ; [ have need enough of all my means.” 
Yes, you are poor, you are destitute ; but i is 
of love, of benignity, of faith, and of mercy. 
A third says, Whom do I wrong? I keep 
only my own.” TIT ask you, from whom did 
you receive those riches? and whence did 
you bring them? Did you not come naked 
from your mother’s womb; and shall you not 
return naked to the dust? Whence did this 
wealth come 1—from chance? What is this 
but Atheism? If you confess that you re- 
ceived it from God, why did it fall to your 
lot rather than to another’s? God igs not un- 
righteous in the unequal division of property 
among men. Why are you rich? and why 
is this man poor? It is that you may receive 
the reward of dispensing your goods faithfully, 
and that the poor may receive the recompense 
of his patience. When, therefore, you appro- 
priate to yourself that wealth which belongs 
to many, and of which vou are the steward, 
you are arobber.— S/. Basil. 


Extraordinary Product.—The Cincinnati 
Post says:—On eighteen square feet less 
than half an acre of ground, Jacob Resor, 
Esq. at his residence, about seven miles be- 
low this city, on the river, has raised this 
season, of the Isabella, Cape, and Catawba 
Grape, sufficient to make six hundred and 
sixty-seven gallons of pure Wine! besides a 
large quantity consumed in the family, and 
otherwise disposed of, estimated to have been 
sufficient to have made the amount full '700 
gallons. It is to be remarked that this is the 
first bearing season of the vines. The Isa- 
bella and Cape yielded at the rate of fifteen 
hundred gallons to the acre !—the Catawba 
was less productive, from the rot having de- 
stroyed many of the grapes. Mr. Resor 
values this crop of wine at one thousand dol. 
lars—a pretty handsome remuneration for 


mantic wildness and beauty, the first view of 


half an acre of ground and ten days labour. 


MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS. 


Balloonery.—Of all the discoveries of me- 
chanism the balloon seems at once to be the 
nearest to perfection, and yet separated from 
that perfection by an impediment hitherto in- 
surmountable. ‘The Nassau balloon shows us 
what might be effected by this great instru- 
ment. In that instance five or six hundred 
miles of sea, plain, mountain, and valley, 
were swept over in a night. Before another 
sunset Europe would have been traversed ; 
four and twenty hours and that speed would 
have carried the wzronauts from London to 
Constantinople—four and twenty hours more 
would have carried them to Babylon—four 
and twenty hours in addition would have 
brought them in sight of the frontiers of 
British India. The wronauts tell us that the 
balloon might have been kept up at this rate 
for six months. Such are the powers of the 
balloon, but these powers depend upon an 


element which hitherto no man has been able 


to master, and the invention still remains a 
toy.— Blackwood. 


The Rev. Dr. Warneford has presented to | 
the School of Medicine and Surgery of Bir- 
mingham the magnificent donation of £1000, 
the interest or dividends of which to be 
awarded annually.to the essay, by a medical 
or surgical pupil of the Institution, ‘* On the 
attributes of God, as revealed in the Holy 
Scriptures, and manifested in the structure of 
man, from demonstrations of surgical and 
medical science, and on religion being the 
best foundation of medical and surgical prac- 
tice, and affording the best prospects of pro- 
fessional success.” 


Ancient value of Books.—In the year 1471, 
when Louis XI. borrowed the works of Rasis, 
the Arabian physician, from the faculty of 
medicine in Paris, he not only deposited in 
pledge a considerable quantity of plate, but 
was obliged to procure a nobleman to join 
with him as surety in a deed, binding himself 
under a great forfeiture to 1estore it. When 
any person made a present of a book to a 
church or a monastery, in which were the 
only libraries during several ages, it was 
deemed a donative of such value, that he 
offered it on the altar, pro remedia anime 
su@ in order to obtain the forgiveness of his 
sins. 


A New Light.—An ingenious chemist in 
France, having foand, after many experiments, 
that a void produced by electricity in a glass 
vessel became luminous, has at last succeed- 
ed in forming a long bottle, of three inches by 
thirty, from which having exhausted the air, 
and otherwise acted upon it by a galvanic 
battery, a light is now emitted, being hung 
up in his apartment, equally clear, but not so 
oppressive to the eyes as that of the sun. 


‘©A Weather Almanac,” for the year 1838, 
by Mr. Murphy, who predicted the late de- 
structive gale at Liverpool, and on the Welsh 
and Irish coast, on the 13th and 14th ult. and 
other similar occurrences, with wonderful ac- 
curacy, is in the press—being the first ex- 
periment of the kind, on scientific principles, 
ever made. 


A small steam engine has been erected at 
the base of the obelisk, on the Place de la 
Concorde, which sets in motion an apparatus 
working horizontally for the polishing of the 
pedestal. The other works for the embellish- 
ment of this magnificent place are proceeding 
rapidly ; and the new system of bituminous 
flagging has been here applied with the great- 
est success and good taste. : 


Bishop of Salisbhury.—Some years ago a 
person requested permission of the Bishop, of 
Salisbury, to fly from the top of the spire of 
that cathedral. ‘The good Bishop, with an 
anxious concern for the man’s spiritual as 
well as temporal safety, told him he was very 
welcome to fly to the church, but he would 
Pencourage no man to fly from it. 


Insects not produced by Galvanism.—At a 
late meeting of the British Association for 
the advancement of Science at Liverpool, 
Professor Henslow read a paper in which the 
experiments of Mr. Crosse were touched upon. 
Mr. Crosse discovered living animals in a so- 
lution of silica acted on by galvanism. Some 
people, not Mr. Crosse himself, said those in- 
sects were generated by galvanisin; others 
that they or their ova existed in the silica, 
and were set at |.berty by the solution. Mr. 
Children, of the British Museum, Mr. Goed- 
din Bird, and another chemist, had all three 
repeated the experiment with the greatest at- 
tention to accuracy. All three came to, the 
same conclusion—that they could produce no 
such animals. Further, entomologists had 
examined the specimens furnished by Mr. 
Crosse, and bad decided that they were a 
well known and destructive little mite, and 
conjectured that the ova had been introduced 
in the distilled water, and developed by the 
galvanic action. 


Use of Anthracite Coal in smelting Ton 
Ore.—At the late great meeting of the British 
Association for the Advancement of Science, 
at Liverpool, Mr. Crane, the proprietor of 
Sun Iron works, near Swansea, read a paper 
on the successful application of anthracite 
coal by the combination of heated air to the 
purpose of smelting iron ore. This process 
saves athird of the fuel, and increases the 
product of iron from forty to fifty per cent, as 
compared with the use of bituminous coal. 
The quality of the iron is also said to be im- 
proved. This is an important discovery for 
America. He uses a cupola furnace, into 
which he urges a stream of air heated to such 
a degree as to be able to melt lead. This hot 
blast produces that combustion of the coal 
which is requisite for the reduction of the ore. 


Sierra Leone.—The governors of Sierra 
Leone have in general when they arrived 
been men past the meridian of life, and 
whose constitutions were not sufficiently 
vigorous to struggle through either form of 
the seasoning fever—‘ the lion,” the severe 
attack, or ‘“* the jackall,” the milder variety of 
the disease. As I before remarked, they are 
harrassed with excess of duty and responsi- 
bility ; and also, like most Englishmen, they 
will not alter their previous habits, and de- 
spise the advice of old residents. 
Neil Campbell, an officer of high reputation, 
said to the colonial surgeon, ‘* Doctor, there 
are two things which I wish you to do; tell 
me when I am really in danger, but give me 
no calomel whatever.” A few months after 
assuming office he was attacked with fever. 
The surgeon immediately gave him twenty 


grains of calomel (disguised) and told his 


honour to k 
surgeon saw him dressed and out wa 


the house. Next day, the 
king! 


But the same night he was laid on his back, 
and was quickly transferred to the fatal plum 


tree. 


Thus Sir | ceive prompt attention. 


| 


The last Governor, Major Temple 
said, when he arrived in the en season, ‘ It 
is all nonsense to talk of the unhealthiness of 
Sierra Leone ; I have been in much worse in 
the Greek Islands. The reason why the cli- 
mate here is so deadly to Englishmen is to be 
found entirely in their indolent habits and 
dissipation.” Accordingly his honour was 
very temperate, though formerly he had been 
a free liver, was of a gross habit, and past 
fifty years of age. He was very attentive to 
his duties, was much liked and esteemed, and 
would have been a great benefactor to the 
colony if he had lived. But, whether the 
season was foul or fair, he took exercise in 
the middle of the day. In the rains he has 
been known to ride forty or fifty miles a day 
with his daughter; and the day before he 
was taken ill, in the fatal month of August, 
contrary to all advice, he set out to ride be- 
fore a tornado, and got drenched to the skin. 
—Capt. Alexander’s Narrative. 
GENIUS WORKING FOR HIRE. 


work expressly and avowedly for hire without 
being haunted or injured by that unhappy 
consciousness. A bookseller offered the Rev. 
Bobert Hall a thousand guineas for ten ser- 
mons, and after his first refusal, strenuously 
and repeatedly urged him to accept the offer. 
Mr. Hall replied, that if there were no other 
obstacle in the way of his accepting the pro- 
posals, the mere business-like character of the 
transaction, the bare naked form in which 
pecuniary remunesa‘ion was mixed up with 
it, would form an objection quite insuperable, 
and transform an occupation which ought to 
be spontaneous, and therefore delightful, into 
intolerable drudgery. ‘ A thousand guineas, 
sir!” said Robert Hall, “ I should soon begin 
to calculate how much it was for each ser- 
men; then I should get down toa page, and 
from pages to paragraphs and sentences, and 
at last to words and syllables; should think 
every word clear gain and become inpatient 
of erasure and correction !—Sir, it is impos- 
sible that I could do it.”—Christian Witness. 


LADES BUTTER.—20 firkins of the celebrated 
Glades Butter from Somerset county, Pa. just 
received in fine order. ‘I'his butter is equal, if not su- 
perior to the N. Y.Goshen butter, and is put up in 
small firkins expressly for family use. For sale by 
BALDWIN & COLTON, 


No. 244 Market street, Philadelphia. 
nov 25 


A Miva FOR 1838.—The following splendid 

Annuals have just’been received by H. Perkins 
134 Chesnut street. ‘The Christian Keepsake, edited 
by the Rev. Wm. Ellis, containing 16 plates; the 
English Annual, containing 14 plates; the Juvenile 
Scrap Book, by Bernard Barton, containing 16 plates; 
Flora’s Gems, by Louisa Anne Twamley, containing 
12 Boquets, beautifully drawn and coloured from Na. 
ture, by James Andrews; the Christian Keepsake, and 
Missionary Annual, edited by Rev. John A. Clark, 
containing 11 plates; the Token and Atlantic Souye- 
nir, edited by S. G. Goodrich, containing 10 plates ; 
the Literary Souvenir, edited by W. E. Benton, con- 
taining 16 plates; the Parlour Scrap Book, containing 

4 plates; with a splendid assortment of Bibles, Pray- 
er B.oks, Standard Works, and Juveniles, suitable for 
the approaching season. 

HENRY PERKINS, 


No. 134 Che t street 
November 14. esnut street, Philadelphia. 


AMES R. WEBB.—Temperance Grocer and Tea 

Dealer, South West Corner Dock and Second 
streets, Philadelphia. In addition to his usual ex- 
tensive assortment, has just received the ‘ollowing arti- 
cles: White Malaga Grapes, Domestic Grapes, Bunch 
Raisins (prime brand) in boxes, halves, and quarters, 
London Split Peas, Shaker’s Parched Sweet Corn, Bur- 
gess’ (London) Suckory Paste, Gorgona Anchovies, 
Canton Soy, (extra), Kemp’s Potted Beef, New York 
Graliam Crackers, Princeton Crackers and Biscuit, 
English Stilton and Cheddar Cheese, Soused Salmon, 
Newbold’s Hams, Guava Jelly, Spanish Olives, Virginia 
pared Peaches, Gregory's” cclebrated Vanilla Cream 
Cundy, some very choice Black and Green Teas. The 
above articles will be found:of superior quality, and 
warranted to give satisfaction. Also constantly on 
hand Rochester Family Flour, of the best fancy brands, 
selected with great care, delivered tree of charge to any 
part of the city and warranted. 


2 


moral habits, can be accommodatcd in a private 
family where there are no children and no other 
boarders. Address A. B. at this office. 
Nov. 18th.—3t. 


ALUABLE THEOLOGICAL POOKS.—Practi- 


cal Discourses concerning the Christian Temper, 


Practical Religion, designed for the use of Families, 
by John Evans, D.D. 8vo. An Inquiry into the mo- 
dern Prevailing Notions respecting that Freedom ot 
the Will which is supposed to be essential to Moral 
Agency, Virtue and Vice, Reward and Punishment, 
Praise and Blame, by Jonathan Edwards, A. M., new 
edition, 1 vol. 8vo. Discourses upon the Existence and 
Attributes of God, by Stephen Charnock, B. D., new 
edition, 1 vol. 8vo. Pedo-Baptism Examined, on the 
principles, concessions, and reasonings of the most 
learned Pedo- Baptists, by Abraham Booth, 3 vols. 8vo. 
A Treatise on the Soul of Man, by John Flavel, 1 vol. 
8vo. A Dissertation on Miracles, containing an Ex- 
amination of the principles advanced, by David Hume, 
F'sq., in an Essay on Miracles ; with a correspondence 
on the subject, by W. Hume, Dr Campbell, and Dr. 
Blair; to which are added, Sermons and Facts by 
George Campbell, 1 vol. 8vo. The genuine Epistles 
of the Apostolical Fathers, S. Polycarp, S. Ignatius, &c. 
translated and published with preliminary Discourses, 
&c. 1 vol. 8vo. For sale at the Theological and Clas- 
sica! Bookstore, 22 South Fourth street, by 


J. WHETHAM. 


— 


AFAYETTE COLLEGE—The Winter 
opened on Thursday, the 26th of October, and will 
continue twenty-three weeks. Besides all the regular 
College studics, there is a department of Modern Lan- 
guages, and a preparatory or academical department. 
Labour is furnished to those desiring it, and fair 
wages allowed off the bills. We have now a very 
skiliul gardener, whose practical instructions in the 
primitive art, may be very valuable to the student. 
Charges—For boarding, tuition, rooms, library, & ey 
$128 tor the year—winter term, $66, half in advance 
Fuel in private rooms, lights, and washing, additional 
about 10 to $12. 
For further particulars inquire for a pamphlet res 
port at this office, or of the President. 


Oct. 30. GEO. JUNKIN. 


HRISTIAN KEEPSAKE FOR 1838.—The Chris- 
tian Keepsake and Missionary Annual, edited by 
the Rev. John A.Clark, crown octavo, superbly bound 
in Turkey Morrocco, with eleven highly finished en.. 
gravings, executed by the most distinguished Artists ot 
the United States. Also the Token and Atlantic Sou. 
venier for 1838, new scrics, large duodecimo, superbly 
bound in fine goat skin, with ten highly finished en- 
gravings. The Litcrary Souvenier for 1838. ‘The Par. 
lour Scrap Book, for 1838, with twelve highly finished 
engravings. Just received and for sale by 
GEORGE & BYINGTON, 
_N. W. corner of Chesnut and Fifth streets, 


OBERT CAKTER, Theological, and Classica} 
l Bookseller No. 112 Canal street, Corner of Lau- 
rens, New York, has constantly on hand a large and 
general assortment of Theological, Classical, and Miscel+ 
laneous Books. Orders from a distance will always | 
August 6.—tt™ 


Pe. AND HYMNS—Approved by the Genera? 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, and published 
for their benefit, both large and small size, and in fine 
and plain bivding, may constantly be had of the sub- 
scriber, at the lowest prices, either by the thousand co- 
pies or a less number. 

All orders from Booksellers, Churches, ard others wil} 
e, as heretofore, immediately attended to by 
SOLOMON ALLEN, 

No. 117 Chesnut street 
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Itis perhaps impossible for great genius to : 


OAR DING.—One or two gentlemen, of correct. 


being thirty-eight Sermons upon the principal heads ot 
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